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**SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING** 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2014 

7  PM 
We will be voting on amending The Articles of       

Incorporation to reflect our practices in the        
Congregation.  If you are unable to  attend, please send in you 

proxy to the Temple by Wednesday,  
November 5, 2014.  

  

YOUR VOTE IS NECESSARY TO MAKE THESE CHANGES. 

On Sunday, October 19, a group of of our members piled into a van to go to 
the Tampa airport, en route to Philadelphia and then on to Israel.  The 

group will tour all the major sites and holy places of the country, and will 
return on October 30.  For some, this is a first visit to Israel, while for     

others it is a return trip.  All are very excited and looking forward to a rich 

experience of the Holy Land and of the modern State of Israel.  
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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK  

 

Recently, an article appeared in The Sun City Center       

Observer announcing that St Andrew Presbyterian Church of 

Sun City Center would be holding a celebration of Sukkot in 

conjunction with a group identified as a “messianic          

Jewish synagogue” called Shoresh David, from Brandon.   

In Hebrew, “shoresh” means “root”, and here signifies the 

claim made by Christians that Jesus was a direct linear   

descendant of King David, which in Jewish tradition, is one 

of the identifiers of the Messiah. 

I spoke about this at the Shabbat evening service              

immediately after the article was published, especially     

because several congregants had approached me to       

express their frustration about the article.  Then, the follow-

ing Monday, I spoke with the new editor of the paper and 

raised our concerns.  At her request, I sent a letter outlining 

the issues, which will probably be published before you read 

this in Shalom News.   

In my letter, I identified several aspects of the article that 

were offensive to me.  I pointed out that “messianic Jews” 

are not accepted as Jews by any branch of Judaism. That is 

because we Jews hold that the Messiah has not yet come; 

those who accept Jesus as their messiah are in clear       

conflict with a fundamental principle accepted by all of     

Judaism. I mentioned that a synagogue is a Jewish house   

of worship, and that there is no place in a Jewish service for 

references to Jesus.  

 I expressed frustration that the article identified the leader  

of the Brandon group with the title “rabbi”, which is not a title 

anyone can simply choose to use; it is granted by recog-

nized rabbinical seminaries to those who have completed    

a rigorous program of study of many years.  Since I actually 

earned the title “rabbi”, I am perhaps especially sensitive 

when it is adopted by someone who has not done so.  The 

biographical information about the man identified as “rabbi” 

says that he “trained for the ministry” in Rochester, NY.  

There are no rabbinical seminaries there, and of course, no 

rabbi would speak of “training for the ministry”; rabbis speak 

about studying at a seminary or yeshiva.   

I also asserted my disappointment that the paper did not 

think it necessary to discuss a Jewish festival with the local 

Jewish community, the existence of which the editor was 

clearly aware.  I pointed out that Jewish visitors to the    

community, looking to celebrate Sukkot in the traditional 

way, would be astonished to read that it was observed here 

by two Christian communities. 

I also conveyed my astonishment that a mainstream     

Christian church would choose to celebrate a major Jewish      

festival with a group of messianic Jews, whose purpose is to 

convert Jews to their beliefs. It is a non-negotiable principle 

of interfaith dialogue and work that we start from a position 

of recognizing the boundaries of our own faiths and the 

boundaries of others, and that we undertake joint projects 

that our individual traditions can support, such as the Inter-

faith Social Action Council’s Nearly New Shop, the interfaith 

Thanksgiving service organized by local clergy, and the    

Holocaust Remembrance observance.   

At our service, various congregants expressed frustration 

that certain community activities are planned and run on our 

High Holy Days, and while I do want to address that, I have 

found that it is best done at some remove from the dates in 

question, so I will deal with that later on.  But I have learned 

that some of these programs involve commitments with out-

side organizations, which may not be negotiable.  As we all 

have learned, we cannot always have things our way. 

But the bottom line is that we also have a responsibility in 

this situation, and that is to educate the non-Jewish commu-

nity around us.  To that end, we have to work harder at    

being visible in the area, via articles, photos and advertising 

in the local papers.   

You can help support our effort by providing your community 

or housing association with the dates of the major Jewish 

festivals (remember to point out that these begin at sunset of 

the evening before the date), and asking that programs and 

activities not be scheduled so as to prevent Jews from     

participating.  This will have much more impact if it comes 

from members of the community or housing association than 

from me.   Please plan to do this on an annual basis; the 

dates of the major festivals are available online and from 

various other sources, and should be provided in time to be 

factored into the projected calendar in its planning stages. 

I have, throughout my rabbinical career, always valued inter-

faith activities and in particular, my relationships with     

Christian clergy.  You know that one of my clergy friends 

from New York, the Rev. Dr. Carole Johannsen, was our 

scholar-in-residence last year, and is travelling with us to 

Israel.  So I hope you will accept my assurance that I want to 

work for stronger interfaith relations in our community, and 

plan to work on that when I return from Israel. 

Rabbi Carla Freedman  



3 

 
   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

    

                
ELLEN STEIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most valuable asset I own is the gift of  friendship which rewards me with love, 
understanding and support.  Emily Dickinson said, ‘How do I love thee, let me 
count the ways’.  I say, ‘How do I thank you, let me etc., etc., etc.  Never have I   
received such an outpouring of love, friendship, call it what you will.  Let it never be 
said again we are not a caring group, from the wonderful people who cared for my 
dog,  Alfie, to the cooks that prepared our sumptuous meals, to my daughter and 
daughter-in-law who sacrificed their own way of life to care for me during my recent 
debacle, to the surgeons who patched me together and, particularly, the ones who 
kept things running smoothly during my absence.  Would a simple ‘thank you’ be 
sufficient?  Hardly!  Can one ever return a favor given with love?  No need!  For 
now, the only response is to say, thank you.  For later on one must keep paying it 
forward in order to keep the air ringing with gratitude. 

 

By now most of you know that I have resigned as president for the remainder of my 
term in office.  I want to thank all of you who aided me during my presidency.   
Nothing, however, would have been accomplished without the love we share for 
this blessed institution.  It was with a great deal of thought that my family and I 
came to the conclusion that I could not continue as president of the board of        
directors of Beth Israel and do a proper job.  I have therefore tendered my resigna-
tion, effective immediately, with a great deal of sadness.   However, I am at peace 
knowing that I leave you in good hands.  Joanne Sudman is a  strong, capable and 
caring individual who will guide the current and incoming boards with a fair and   
assured hand.  Trust in her as much as you have trusted me.  I am confident you 
will.  See you soon.  I love you all. 

 

       Ellen                                                                                                                                 

Please Note: 

The Beth Israel Board of Directors, having accepted Ellen Stein's resignation as President of the Congregation, 
effective October 14, 2014, concurs with 1st Vice President Joanne Sudman succeeding to the office of the      
President, effective October 14, 2014, in accordance with Article VIII; paragraph D, section 2 of our by-laws.  
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PROGRAMS AT BETH ISRAEL  

CHERYL KAPLAN, PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

(813) 633-3188 

Iquit2010@yahoo.com 

 

On November 10, 2014, at 6:30, I will be 
showing the film Nicky’s Family in the so-
cial hall of Beth Israel.  Nicky’s Family tells 
the nearly forgotten story of Nicholas Win-
ton, an Englishman who organized the res-
cue of 669 Czech and Slovak children just 
before the outbreak of WWII. I think this is a 
very good film to show around Kris-
tallnacht which is remembered in Novem-

ber.  

There will not be a charge for the movie 
and there will be popcorn and soft drinks 
served.  Please mark your calendars and 

join me for a great film and great company. 

. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Shelly Grossman & Sheila Rubinstein 

Co-Directors 

 

     Our New Year 5775 is under way and we       
welcome back  our snowbirds! 
  
 We are very happy  that this year has been 
a terrific one. Since May 2014, we 
have  grown by 22 new members. Welcome 
one and all. 
  
We have had some delicious pot luck and     
catered Shabbat Dinners. We will have 
more of these in the coming year. If you 
have any suggestions, please let us know. 
  
We look forward to another year filled with 
new friends and fun things to do. 
  

SPECIAL GIFTS  
 

If you are thinking of a way to remember or honor a 
loved one, don't forget our Memorial plaques or 
Bricks at the Meditation Garden. The Tree of Life is 
available for honors or celebrations only.  Bricks, 
chair plaques, and prayer books may be purchased 
for any purpose  

 

Call the office at 634-2590 and leave a message.  

 

The cost of each of these items is as follows: 

 

Prayer Book $35  
Leaf on Tree of Life $100      
Plaque on Tree of Life $275    
Bricks at Meditation Garden $100 
Chair Plaque $75  
Memorial Plaque - member price $275 

Memorial Plaque - non-member $350 
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The High Holy Day season of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Succot, Shemini Atzeret and Sim-
chas Torah have come and gone. This year at Beth Israel, we had out largest attendance ever at 
our High Holy Day services. Albeit – we did have a few malfunctions with the sound and cooling 
systems, due to possible vandalism in the cutting of wires,  

our services went fine and were very well enjoyed. 

 

The feedback from our congregation has been extremely positive as far as any changes which 
were done in the services, our new High Holy Day Cantor, and the leadership of Rabbi Carla 
Freedman. If you have not emailed your “critique of services” response back to me, please do so 
ASAP, as we will be reviewing these at our ritual committee meeting. 

 

I would like to extend a very special thank you to the Men’s Club for helping with the volunteer 
ushers to make sure everyone was seated, collecting Machzors after the services, and for doing 
whatever was asked of them. A very special thank you to all of our wonderful congregants who 
volunteered for Torah Aliyahs, Haftorah readings, our Baal Tekiah (Shofar Blower), and the Eng-
lish readings, check tickets at the door, etc.. Without your help – nothing happens at Beth Israel. 

 

We are now entering the Gabbi’s (Ritual Chairperson’s) favorite time of year – the months of  
Cheshvan, Kislev, Tevet, and Shevat, where we virtually have no festivals 

or Holydays – except for Hanukkah on the 25
th
 of Kislev. That means no extra rolling of the To-

rahs, or special Torah readings. However, we still have our Shabbat services every Friday even-
ing at 7::30PM, Saturday morning Shabbat services at 10AM, on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Saturdays, which 

are followed by Torah study at 12 Noon, led by Rabbi Freedman.  

The ritual committee does ask for your help with our services by signing up to light Shabbat can-
dles, open / close the ark, carry the Torah, dress the Torah, and for the Torah aliyah. It is a great 
mitzvah to help. 

 

If anyone has any questions regarding services at Beth Israel, volunteering to help at our ser-
vices, please contact me by email or phone at your convenience – except on Shabbat or on any 
festivals or holidays.  

 

Fred Levine 

Ritual Chair 

 

 

 

RITUAL DIRECTOR 

FRED LEVINE 

ritual@jcscc.org 
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For your finest real estate experience  

GUARANTEED!! 

 

With almost twelve years of experience and still ranking 

near the top in sales in the Century 21 Beggins office, 

Mel Fader is well prepared and ready to deliver the 
highest level of real estate services to you or someone 

you know. If you, or an acquaintance, is considering buying 

or selling a property, anywhere in the South County area, 

Mel will provide any assistance that is needed- anything 

from searching for a new home to preparing an evalua-
tion and counseling for the sale of 

an existing one. Referrals are always 

appreciated. Please call at any time. 

 Cell 813-508-0083  

 Home 813-633-9736 

  Office 813-634-5517 
melfader@century2lbeggins.com 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT BADGES 

 

PEOPLE WHO WEAR PACEMAKERS SHOULD 

NOT BE WEARING MAGNETIC NAME BADGES! 

 

If you have a magnetic badge and wear a pacemak-

er, please return your badge to  the  temple mem-

bership committee and they will have the magnet 

replaced with a pin. 

mailto:melfader@century2lbeggins.com
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Spotlight on  

Sisterhood 

SANDRA HURWITZ, 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 

Shalom, 

 

Our 2014-2015 season opened with an eye-opening 

program presented by the Campaign Against Human 

Trafficking. Our speakers were Sally Dittman,      

president of the South Shore Area Campaign, Joan 

Kramer, who chairs the Sun City Center Campaign, 

and Kelly Murphy who is in charge of victim services 

with the FBI. Also speaking were Connie Rose and 

Crystal Valerig, survivors of sex trafficking. This is a 

serious problem in our local area. Many of the girls 

are rescued in the Ruskin, Sun City Center and 

Wimauma area.  

Sisterhood members donated combs and pens, items 

much needed to supply emergency bags given to 

those rescued. Joan assured us we will have other   

opportunities to provide items in the future.  

Many thanks to those who were able to help decorate 

the Sukkah: Debbie Boyarsky, Ronnie Neckes,       

Rochelle Lowenthal, Nina Malinak, Robin Kitzmiller 

and Barbara Nova. It looked very festive. Thank you, 

Ronnie for the fragrant broom. Not only did it look 

nice, but it smelled good too. Watch for photos, 

thanks to Nina Malinak. 

Our annual paid member luncheon will be November 

11 at 12:00 NOON. Our board has a delicious menu 

planned and thanks to Barbara Grossman, you will be 

pleasantly entertained.  THERE IS NO CHARGE TO 

PAID MEMBERS BUT A RESERVATION IS A 

MUST.  Call or e mail Debbie Boyarsky prior to   No-

vember 4th to make your reservation. (813-938-5011 

or DeborahLBoyarsky@aol.com)  

Sandy Abramson will have a Chanukah bazaar,      

including a clearance table, before and after the   

luncheon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruskin / Sun City Center 

                    723 Cypress Village Blvd  

Ph: (813) 633-BEEF (2333) 

Fax (813)633-8443 

CALL AHEAD FOR PICKUP WINDOW 

 

 

THE BETH ISRAEL GIFT 

SHOP WILL BE OPEN 

FROM 10:00 AM TO  

12 NOON ON THE THIRD 

MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH, AND BY  

APPOINTMENT WITH SANDY ABRAMSON 

mailto:DeborahLBoyarsky@aol.com
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                  Nov 01 Judy Branch 

Nov 01 Neal Rosen 

Nov 01 Joel Sietz 

Nov 01 Sheri Tanne 

Nov 07 Paul Grossman 

Nov 10 Tess Silverman 

Nov 11 Gregory Balent 

Nov 11 Alice Worth 

Nov 12 Richard Kravitz 

Nov 14 Trudy Burkey 

Nov 16 Marion Sharkey 

Nov 18 Tony Carrion 

Nov 18 Mark Neckes 

Nov 19 Ellen Offenbach 

Nov 22 Jeffrey Beller 

Nov 23David Markowitz 

Nov 24 Linda Greenfield 

Nov 25 Butch Cohen 

Nov 25 Annette Friedman 

Nov 25 Stanley Zirofsky 

Nov 28 Shelly Grossman 

 

     

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
Nov 02 Bernard & Arlene Cohen 

Nov 07 Ed & Debbie Earley 
Nov 10 Donald & Sandy Zion 

Nov 15 Sherwood & Gloria Rubin 
Nov 19 Herbert & Sharon Berman 

Nov 24 Alan & Trina Ryan 
Nov 26 Jeffrey & Diane Rosenfeld 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 
The Sisterhood of Congregation Beth 

Israel announces its Paid Up  
Membership Luncheon 

 
Please join us on Tuesday November 11th at 12 noon in the 
Henry Gibson Social Hall located at 1115 Del Webb Blvd., 
Sun City Center. 
 
There will be a delicious Quiche lunch and a wonderful  
performance based on Nora Effron's "Love, Loss, and 
What I Wore". 
 
In addition, a lovely Chanukah Bazaar will be held featuring 
gifts for children and adults. 
 
Please plan to attend as this promises to be a delightful 
afternoon. 
 

Please make your reservation by November 4th. 
 

For more information, please call Deborah Boyarsky at    
813-938-5011. 

Debrah Sue Earley 
1901 Canterbury Ln, Unit A15 

Sun City Center, FL 33573 
Phone: 813 938-4980 
Cell ph: 516 474-7726 

Email: debtype@gmail.com 
 

Ira M. Kaplan 
4972 Sandy Brook Cr. 
Wimauma, FL 33598 
Phone: 813 331-3641 
Cell ph: 810 333-1492 

Email: IRAKAPLAN@ATT.NET 

mailto:debtype@gmail.com
mailto:IRAKAPLAN@ATT.NET
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November 2014 

 

 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 

1:30P-3P 

Hebrew 101 

 

3:00PM-4:30P 

Bnai Torah class 

 

 

5 

10A-12N 

Men’s Club 

Board Meeting 

7P-9P 

Life Cycle 

Workshop1 

 

 

6 

1:30P-3P 

Beginning  

Hebrew 

3:15P-4:45P 

Bible Study 

Special meeting 

7PM 

7 

7:30P-9:30P 

Shabbat Services 

 

8  

10A-2N 

Morning  

Shabbat  

Services 

 

12N-1:00P 

Torah Study 

9 10 

6:30P 

Movie:  Nicky’s 

Family 

11 

12N-1P-Sisterhood 
General Meeting 
 

1:30-3P 
Hebrew 101 
 

3P-4:30P 
Bnai Torah Class 
 

7P-9P 
Temple Board Mtg 

12 
7P-9P 

 Life Cycle  
Workshop 1 

13 

1:30P-3P 

Beginning       

Hebrew 

 

3:15P-4:45P 

Bible Study 

14 

7:30-9:30P 

Shabbat Services 

15 

16 17 

10A-12N 

Library Program 

 

10A-12N 

Judaic Shop 

Open 

 

18 

11A-1P 

Wholeness Service 

130P-3PM 

Hebrew 101 

3:30P-4:45P 

Bnai Torah Class 

19 

12N-2P 

Men’s Club  

Membership  

Meeting 

20 

1:30P-3:00P 

Beginning       

Hebrew 

 

3:15P-4:45P 

Bible Study 

 

21 

7:30P-9:30P 

Shabbat Services 

22 

10A-12N 

Morning     

Shabbat Service 

12N-1P 

Torah Study 

23 24 25 

9:30A-11A 

Sisterhood Board 

Mtg 

1:30-3P 

Hebrew 101 

3P-4:30P 

Bnai Torah Class 

26 27 

Thanksgiving 

1:30-3P 

Beginning He-

brew 

3:15P-4:45P 

Bible Study 

7:30P-9:30P 

Shabbat Services 

29 

30       
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
As of October 14, 2014 

Reported by Elizabeth Jacobs, Treasurer, and Paul Grossman, Financial Secretary 
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who remember and honor their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 

General Operating Fund 

Barbara Aspis  In memory of Sara Kierman,  

   mother  of Barbara 

Sandy & Andy Cohen Purchase of leaf on Tree of Life 

Marianne Finke  In appreciation for bimah honors 

Anna Foster  In appreciation for yiskor service 

Shelly & Paul Grossman In memory of George Kronen,  

   father of Shelly 

Shelly & Paul Grossman In memory of Adam Seth Kronen, 

   nephew of Shelly & Paul 

Charna Haimes  In memory of Bluma Raise  

   Rosenvaig, mother of Charna 

Robin Kitzmiller In memory of William S. Einhorn, 

   brother of Robin  

Lewis Konigsberg In memory of David Gross,  

   father-in-law of Lewis 

Richard Kravitz  In memory of Morris Kravitz, fa-

ther    of Richard 

Nina Malinak  In memory of Charles Malinak,  

   father of Nina 

Nina Malinak  In appreciation for bimah honors 

Jerome & Barbara Millstein In memory of William  

   Millstein, father of Jerome 

Rey Munoz  Tzedakah in support of Beth Israel 

Ronni & Mark Neckes In memory of Bertha Green, grand

   mother of Ronni  

Estelle Perelman In memory of Sylvia Lavine,  

   mother of Estelle 

Diane Posner  In memory of Arthur Posner,  

   husband of Diane 

 

 

 

 

Diana Raphael  In memory of Delia Cruz, mother 

   of Diana 

Dorothy Richman In memory of Ben Abramson,  

   father of Dorothy 

Dorothy Richman In memory of Harry Richman,  

   father-in-law of Dorothy 

Ronald Rosen  In memory of Robert Rosen, father 

   of Ronald 

Robert Rubin  In memory of Edward Rubin, fa-

ther    of Robert 

Jacqueline Schindler In memory of Henry Schindler,  

   husband of Jacqueline 

Roslyn & Herbert Shapiro In memory of Milton Niedenthal, 

   father of Roslyn 

Saundra Somach & family  In memory of Norman Somach, 

   husband of Saundra   

Cookie Weisman In memory of Selma Goldberger, 

   mother of Cookie 

Zipporah Whiteman In memory of Zelda Weiner,  

   mother of Zipporah 

Sandy & Sam Zians In appreciation for Rosh Hashanah 

   aliyah 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

Sandy & Andy Cohen In honor of Rabbi Carla’s birthday 

Sandy & Andy Cohen In appreciation for Dick Marshall’s 

   assistance on the Holy Days  

Barbara Rosenblum In appreciation for mi sheberach 

   prayers 

Choir Fund 

Hilde & Stephen Klein   In support of choir or music-

related    purchases 

 

  

DIRECTED GIVING 

This is the list of the funds which were set up to help ensure that your donations are put to use in the area of your choice.  When 

making contributions to Beth Israel, the Jewish Congregation, whether it be for a Yahrzeit, a mitzvah, or for any other reason, please 

specify the fund (or funds) to which you would like your donation directed.  Undesignated donations will go to the General Operating 

Fund. 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND for a wide variety of operating needs 

MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT FUND for ongoing      

Temple maintenance and improvements 

FURMAN/LEE FAMILY MEMORIAL/RABBI FUND for the generation of 

income to defray Rabbi’s expenses 

CANTOR FUND for the generation of income to defray the      

Cantorial Soloist’s expenses 

JANE FISHMAN KITCHEN FUND for kitchen improvements 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND for assistance of community 

and individual needs 

ARTHUR & SELMA PELLEGRINO STAINED GLASS WINDOW FUND 

for the addition of stained glass windows to the Henry Gibson Social 

Hall 

CHAPLAIN EDUCATION FUND for providing educational opportunities 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND for a weekend seminar 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  
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MEN’S CLUB REPORT       

 Paul Grossman, President 

 

 

 Let me start off your reading, with another reminder 
that the $18 annual membership dues, for the Men’s 
Club are now due. If you have already sent in your 
check, thank you. If not, don’t procrastinate, send it in 
now. Payable to Beth Israel Men’s Club & mailed to 
Beth Israel Men’s Club; PO Box 5203; Sun City Cen-
ter, FL 33571-5203. 

On behalf of the Men’s Club, I offer my thanks for a 
job well done to those who participated in erecting 
the sukkah, repacking the High Holy Day prayer 
books, and returning the social hall to its normal con-
figuration, on Sunday, October 5th. All of this was 
done in perhaps a record setting 1 hour & 20 
minutes. Those who participated were Harvey Ber-
man, Steve Blesofsky, Gil Daniels, Sam Greenberg, 
Stephen Klein, Fred Levine, Charles Margulies, Da-
vid Markowitz, Dick Marshall, Rey & Joseph Munoz, 
Sharon Privitera, Ralph Shaw, Paul Spiegal, & Bob 
Whiteman.   

Our upcoming planned events are as follows: 

Wednesday, November 19th, at 12:00 PM – Annual 
Membership meeting 
 
At this meeting, the membership will elect three new 
Directors. The nominating committee has presented 
the following slate of nominees to fill three director 
positions; Gil Daniels, Neil Raphael, and Dave Unter-
lack. The successful nominees will join current direc-
tors Steve Blesofsky, Bob Conti, Stephen Levine, and 
Ralph Shaw to serve as your men’s Club  
Board of Directors, for the upcoming year. My sincere 
thanks to all those I served with these past few years 
as a member of your Board and a well deserved 
thank you to Ronnie Boyarsky for his dedication to 
the MC Board and its membership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This will also be our paid-up members’ luncheon.  
At the time of writing this article, the menu had not 
been finalized, but you would have received the infor-
mation by e-mail. 
 
Sunday, December 28th, at 10:30 AM – Bagels & 
Discovery 
 
Our featured speaker will be Rabbi Barbara Aiello, 
who will address the question “I am Italian but could I 
be Jewish too?”, as well as other fascinating ques-
tions. Pre-payment of $8 per person is required 
and your check is your reservation. Please mail 
your checks to: Beth Israel Men’s Club; PO Box 
5203; Sun City Center, FL 33571-5203. We are ex-
pecting a full house, so don’t wait. 
 

Have a wonderful November. 

Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETH ISRAEL SPECIAL 

$100 OFF ON ANY CART 

We service all makes of golf 
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NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS 

Yahrzeits  are read at the Shabbat Service on the date listed which includes the yahrzeits for the  

following week- Friday through Thursday. 

 NOVEMBER 7, 2014 
 
MILTON AUGENSTEIN, Father of JAY AUGENSTEIN 
RAE BELLER, Mother of JEFFREY BELLER 
ESTHER BOYARSKY, Mother of RONALD BO-
YARSKY 
EDYTHE COHEN, Mother of BUTCH COHEN 
MORRIS GOLDBERG, Father of ROBERT GOLDBERG 
ROSALIE BERMAN, Mother of MAGGI GUZINSKY 
HELEN LESHIN, Mother of LLOYD LESHIN 
SHIRLEY ROBBINS, Mother of ALISON LEVINE 
DAVID MARTASIN, Father of LAWRENCE MARTASIN 
MONROE MEDLEAU, Father of LINDA MUMFORD 
ANDERS ERIKSSON, Father of ROLAND REUTER-
FORS 
MARC JASON ROSEN, Son of NEAL & JOY ROSEN 
EUGENE SOCHACKI, Late Husband of WINIFRED 
SOCHACKI 
ARNOLD SPIEGAL, Brother of PAUL SPIEGAL 
NATHAN NEITLICH, Father of ELLEN STEIN 
ANDREW K. ASHER 
JOSEPH SOBEL 
 
NOVEMBER 14, 2014 
 
MAURICE ABRAMSON, Father-in-law of SANDY 
ABRAMSON 
STANLEY ATKINS, Father of MICHELLE ATKINS 
SCHAEFER 
THEODORE BORAK, Husband of LAURA BORAK 
ANNA KRIPS KAY, Mother of EVELYN DAVID 
JON MARKOWITZ, Nephew of MARCIA KARP 
TILLIE LEVINE, Mother of FRED LEVINE 
MARTIN SINGER, Brother of MARSHA MARSHALL 
SIDNEY NECKES, Father of MARK NECKES 
LUIS RIVERA, Brother of ARMANDO RIVERA 
GLORIA GOLDBERG, Mother of JOY ROSEN 
BERTRAM LINDERMAN, Father of HARRIET SECKEL 
MAX LANDAU 
CAROLYN MEADOWS 
ALFRED HAUFT 
MAX SOBEL 
MIRIAM OXORN 
RUTH NATHANSON 
JACK KLING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 21, 2014 
 
DOROTHY LEVINE, Mother of SHIRLEY BERGMAN 
LEE DAIN, Wife of MARTIN DAIN 
SADIE LAZER, Mother of SHEILA GOLDBERG 
SYLVIA HURWITZ, Mother of MARTIN HURWITZ 
BARBARA SORIN, Sister of RICHARD KRAVITZ 
PATTIE FARROW, Grandmother of YOLANDA RIVE-
RA 
SAMUEL SPIEGAL, Father of PAUL SPIEGAL 
NISSIM MORENO 
 
NOVEMBER 28, 2014 
 
DR. VICTOR LEVINE, Family of the late ARNOLD 
ABRAMSON 
SAMUEL KIERMAN, Father of BARBARA ASPIS 
IRWIN LUKIN, Father of GLORIA AUGENSTEIN 
HELEN SAPERSTEIN, Mother of ANNETTE FRIED-
MAN 
HAROLD GREENBERG, Father of SAMUEL GREEN-
BERG 
ANNA LOHN, Mother-in-law of JULIA LOHN 
SADYE ROSNER, Mother of BARBARA MILLSTEIN 
FLORENCE KLOTZ, Sister-in-Law of DORIS RICH-
MAN 
ELAINE HAMLIN, Sister of LYN SAFIAN 
FANNIE FEINBERG, Mother-in-law of SEYMOUR 
SCHAFFER 
MORRIS SUDMAN, Father of SAM SUDMAN 
THOMAS TOBIN, Brother of STEPHEN TABIN 
BENJAMIN ZELIGMAN, Father of JOSEPH ZELIGMAN 
GEORGE BERSON 
HARRY FERBER 
RUTH ROUTMAN 

 

HONOR SOMEONE BY PLANTING 

TREES IN  

ISRAEL IN HIS/HER NAME 

IF  YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLANT  

 A TREE IN  ISRAEL,  

CONTACT ELIZABETH JACOBS  

AT 633-3073  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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 ONEGS SHABBAT 

 Oneg Shabbat Chairperson 

 Lyn Safian  (634-6013)   

 lynleestep@mac.com 

 

Our thanks to those people who sponsor Onegs.  

Supporting an Oneg Shabbat is a mitzvah. If each 

member would sponsor just one Oneg a year, our 

calendar would be full. 

Please check the Oneg Shabbat list on the bulletin 

board and sign up to celebrate your special occa-

sion. If you want information about sponsoring an 

Oneg, please contact the chairperson. 

The committee is willing to shop only for those 

members who are physically unable to shop for 

themselves. Thanks for your participation. Also, if 

you have just signed up, please call the chairperson 

to confirm the date.  

 

Nov. 7 - Sandy Abramson and Sid Goldstein -  
   support temple functions 
 
Nov. 14 - Donna and Neil Raphael - birth of  
    grandson, Damien 
 
Nov. 21 - Judy and Stan Zirofsky -  
    Stan’s 75th birthday 
 
Nov. 28 - Judy Branch - anniversary of her  
    bat-mitzvah 
 

 

TRIBUTE CARDS 

CALL  Verdna Kelley at 677-3017,   email 

vjk2338@ij.net or call Eve Gilbert at 642-0707.  

Send  donation checks to Verdna at  

10353 Mercadier Lane, Riverview, FL 33578-7428 

Your card will have handwritten personalized  

sentiments for birthdays, anniversaries, condolenc-

es, get well, or any occasion you choose and will be 

listed in Shalom News. 

 

                            
Congregational Annual Meeting 

December 17, 2014  

7:00 PM 

Please join us for the Congregational Annual Meeting to 

pass some amendments to the Articles of                    

Incorporation, select new officers and board  members, 

and celebrate the first night of Chanukah. 

We will light our menorah and have traditional     

sufganiyot, jellied donuts, and coffee.   

 

You will be receiving more information about the meet-

ing in the days to come. 

  

 

 
 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY FUND 
Arlene Cohen 

Please send your donations to Arlene Cohen,  
2451 Kensington Greens Dr., SCC 33573.   

A donation to the library is  suggested at $5 per card. 
 

Birthday Wishes to Cyrille Cobe, Marsha Fader,           
Joanne Sudman, from Lillian and Robert Solin 

Birthday Wishes to Cyrille Cobe, Marsha Fader,       
Joanne   Sudman, Ronni Neckes, from Arlene and 
Bernard Cohen 

Birthday Wishes to Joanne Sudman, from Cyrille and 
Bob Cobe 

Anniversary Wishes to Cyrille and Bob Cobe, from Lilli-
an and Robert Solin 

Anniversary Wishes to Cyrille and Bob Cobe, from   
Arlene and Bernard Cohen 

Wishing Well to Ellen Stein, from Ida and Nelson 
Grimm 

Birthday Wishes to Marsha Fader, Cyrille Cobe from 
Joanne and Sam Sudman 
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New Sisterhood members:  Lois Berman, Sandy 
Zians, Winnie Sochacki, Marsha Stein, Nanci  
Goodstein  

Speaker:  Connie Rose - Director  
Survivor Programming and   

Leadership of Selah Freedom. 

Ronni Neckes and Debbie Boyarsky 
Decorating the Sukkah: Nina Malinak, Sandra Hurwitz, 

Robin Kitzmiller, Ronni Neckes, Debbie  Boyarsky,  
Rochelle Lowenthal and Barbara Nova 

Spotlight on Sisterhood 

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 
SAVE THE DATE 

DECEMBER 4- 7:00 PM 

 
Every year the Tampa Jewish Community Center and Federation honors dedicated women throughout the  
community who exemplify leadership and commitment to their organizations and to their community.  
 

 
        Our Beth Israel  
        representative  
        this year is Nina Malinak 

                                     
 
 
Please save the December 4

th
 date so that you can attend this event and honor Nina and all the work she has done 

for Beth Israel. The event will take place at Congregation Schaarai Zedek in Tampa from 7-9.  Tickets are $25.00. 
Reservations can be made through the jewishtampa.com or call Pam Behar or Loni Lindsay at 813-769-2802.  You 
are responsible for making your own reservation. 
We will carpool from the Temple.  There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board at the Temple in the Henry  
Gibson Social Hall.  
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Beth Israel Library News 

 

             November, 2014 

  

November Library Program 

Update 

Monday, November 17, 2014 10-12 

Meet  the Author - Brenda Barrie 

The Binding 

The Rabbi’s Husband 

An Unorthodox Romance 

Brenda, native of Winnipeg and long-

standing friend of Rabbi Carla, has been 

called “the Amy Tan of the Jewish        

Community”.  Her stories are described as 

compelling, filled with psychological in-

sights, page turners with fabulous         

characters and wonderful language.  Save 

the date for her   Florida book launch at our 

Temple. 

  

Further details at the end of the month: 

- Books will be available for purchase. 

- Luncheon by Reservation will follow. 

- Cyrille Cobe: 813-633-9078 or 

  bac.cobe@gmail.com 

Beth Israel Readers 

Book Discussion 

Date Change - Monday, December 1 

10:00-12:00 

The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer  

Books are on reserve at the SouthShore  

Regional Library. 

You might like to borrow this new addition: 

God whispers: stories of the soul, lessons 

of the heart by Karen Kedar, an inspiring 

collection of stories that speak to your 
soul.  (SELF-HELP) 
 
Thanks to Temple Beth Shalom, Sherri Becker and 

Eileen Friedel for recent donations of books to the 

library.   Cyrille Cobe 

  

Question:  How old is the oldest Torah scroll? 

 

Answer:    Hard to say.  We have scrolls that date back to the 

3
rd

 century BCE, because they are part of the collection known 

as the Dead Sea Scrolls.  But they are not Torah scrolls as we 

know them; at that time, it does not seem to have been the 

practice to write all five books of the Torah on one scroll. 

There were, in Europe, before the Holocaust, some very old 

scrolls indeed.  But as you know, the Nazis made it their    

business to destroy as many of these as they came upon.  The 

one collection of scrolls that survived the Holocaust was from 

Czechoslovakia, where the Nazis    decided to save the       

Judaica, including Torah scrolls, to establish “a museum to a 

vanished race”.   The scrolls were hidden away from the Nazi 

collectors, and the cache was discovered at the end of the war 

and moved to a    synagogue in Westminster, England. 

The synagogue had the usable* scrolls repaired by a qualified 

scribe, and then they gave them on “permanent loan” to      

congregations all over the world.  About 1200 scrolls were thus 

distributed.  Many of these were very old.  The one we used in 

South Salem, New York, was written in 1838 in Brno, Czecho-

slovakia.  But clearly, most of the really old scrolls were       

destroyed by the Nazis. 

However, it should be noted that all the scrolls written in the 

last 1000 years are based upon a book that was written in    

Tiberias (in modern-day Israel), which established the correct 

pronunciation of the Hebrew, and also provided the correct 

cantillation (chanting notation).  That book, or    codex, was 

used by Maimonides when he wrote out his own Torah scroll 

and by many other scribes over the early years of its existence.  

Since then, all scrolls have been copied from existing scrolls 

that were based on the codex.   

So even if we do not have ancient scrolls in our actual  posses-

sion, we do have scrolls that are soundly based upon the    

authoritative text dating back about 1000 years! 

The story of that codex is told in a fascinating book called The 

Aleppo Codex, by Matti Friedman.  It begins with the writing of 

the book, and continues through the establishment of the State 

of Israel, up to the present time.  And it’s a whodunit, to boot. 

Torah scrolls cannot be used for ritual purposes if they are 

damaged beyond repair.  This includes scrolls with torn panels, 

with burnt areas, or texts defaced.  Such scrolls are often put 

on display to honour the community which once used them. 

 

ASK THE RABBI 



CONGREGATION OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Rabbi Carla Freedman 

Ellen Stein President 

Joanne Sudman 1st Vice President  

Arnold Greenstein  2nd Vice President  

Elizabeth Jacobs Treasurer 

Paul Grossman Financial Secretary 

Maggi Guzinsky Recording Secretary 

Nina Malinak Corresponding Secretary 

Delyse Axinn Communications 

Dick Marshall Facilities 

Shelly Grossman Co-Membership 

Sheila Rubinstein Co-Membership 

Cheryl Kaplan Program 

Fred Levine Ritual Director 

Carol Balent Ways & Means 

Sandra Hurwitz President-Sisterhood 

Paul Grossman President-Mens’s Club 

Delyse Axinn Chaplain 

 

 

 

BETH ISRAEL 

THE JEWISH CONGREGATION OF SUN CITY CENTER 

P. O. BOX 5203 

SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33571 

 

 

FIRST CLASS 

Beth Israel is a member of the Sun City Center,  

South Shore, and  Riverview Chambers of Commerce. 

NOVEMBER NEW
SLETTER 


