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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

Rabbi Carla Freedman 

 

Having just returned from our congregational trip to Israel, I am very conscious of 

Israel’s precarious position in the “family of nations”.  The summer’s war in Gaza 

was clearly won by Israel, but since the Six Day War, Israel’s military triumphs 

have mostly stirred up animosity, not admiration.  Israel’s continued “occupation” 

of the West Bank earns it nothing but scorn, even amongst its staunchest allies.  

And the Netanyahu government’s ongoing policy of expanding settlements on the 

West Bank, especially in areas that might become the Palestinian state, has 

earned it outright condemnation. 

Spending time in Israel and traveling along some of the sensitive spots makes it 

very clear that Israel must do everything possible to provide security to its inhabi-

tants.  We stayed for two nights on Kibbutz K’far Giladi, up near the Lebanese 

border.  Heading south from there, along the Jordan Rift Valley, we could see 

communities in Jordan itself, as we could while in the south, across the Dead Sea.  

They are only a couple of miles away from the highway we were on.   In Jerusa-

lem, our hotel was near the east side of the city, where, in the late evening, frustrated Palestinian youths 

were throwing fire crackers and worse at the Israeli police, who in turn fired back tear gas.  We could hear 

these shots from our hotel. 

We were lucky to have two excellent speakers to help us understand what is going on in Israel.  Ilan Evytar, 

the editor in chief of The Jerusalem Report, summed up the situation in the Middle East, troubled spot by 

troubled spot, showing us that at the moment, the attention of the Middle East powers, and of the rest of the 

world, is not on the Israeli-Palestinian situation but rather on two other “hot issues”…ISIS fighting in Syria 

and Iraq, and the gathering threat of the Iranian nuclear program.  This might explain the frustration of those 

Palestinian kids throwing fire crackers at Israeli police: the Gaza war ended and with it, international atten-

tion has dissipated.  So the kids have ratcheted up the tension by their actions, hoping to provoke Israel into 

some serious blunder and return attention to the plight of the Palestinians. 

At the same time, our second speaker, Orly, (whose last name was something like Erez-Likofsky) spoke on 

behalf of the Israel Religious Action Center, talking about the uphill struggle to loosen the grip of the ultra-

Orthodox on Jewish religious life in Israel.  While IRAC has won many court cases that have advanced the 

cause of religious pluralism in Israel, the structure of politics there continues to give the Haredim (ultra-

Orthodox) inordinate influence.  As frustrating as this is to secular Israelis and Israelis who identify with the 

Reform and Conservative movements there, and to us in the Diaspora, it is bewildering to non-Jews, and 

says that our religious fanatics are just as disturbing as are the fanatics of Islam. 

At the same time, we learned from our guide, Frances Oppenheimer, that the left wing of Israeli politics is 

losing influence because of the security issues that abound.  And being physically close to Lebanon, Syria 

and Jordan, not to mention the people of East Jerusalem, it is easy to see why security will be the central 

issue in the next election, whenever it occurs. 

The debate in Israel and amongst Jews everywhere is about the character of the state of Israel.  Is it Jewish, 

and if so, in what ways?  Is it democratic, and if so, can it still be a Jewish state?  But if the security issue is 

not resolved in a way that can earn Israel the continuing support of “the family of nations”, those questions 

will be moot. 

Though the trip was delightful and very rewarding, it leaves me with troubled thoughts and great concern for 

the future of Israel.  But that doesn’t stop me from beginning to plan the next Beth Israel trip there, in the 

spring of 2016. 

Keyn Yihi Ratzon…may this be God’s will. 
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William Shakespeare once said, “Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have great-

ness thrust upon them.”  Now that I have been thrust into the position of President of the congregation, I 

hope that I can manage the greatness that is required of the position.  I am honored that the Board of 

Directors and so many of you have endorsed my becoming President…...I am beginning to sound like a 

sound bite on TV during the election months! 

 

So far the hardest part of this job is making sure I run a short Board Meeting!  You know how difficult 

that can be when you have 15 Jews; how many opinions do you think we might have?  The easiest part 

of the job is greeting everyone prior to Shabbat services and “feeling the love” from each of you. 

 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 17 at 7PM in the Sanctuary.  We will 

have a Chanukah celebration and enjoy some Sufganiyah (jelly donuts) and coffee.  While it is not a 

commandment to eat Sufganiyah, Jews have been doing it since the 1500’s so why should we break the 

tradition?  In all seriousness, it is important for each of you to attend as we will have some bylaw 

amendments that will have to be approved, a budget that will need to be reviewed, and new Officers 

and Directors that need to be elected.  If you are not able to attend, please send in your proxy so your 

voice can be heard. 

 

On another subject, every year the Tampa Jewish Community Center and Federation honors dedicated 

women throughout the community who exemplify leadership and commitment to their organizations and 

to their community at their Women of Distinction Ceremony.  This year Nina Malinak is representing our 

congregation and will be honored. 

 

I encourage you to attend this event on December 4 at Congregation Schaarai Zedek in Tampa from 7-

9.  Tickets are @25.00 if purchased ahead of time ($36.00 at the door).  A lavish dessert reception will 

follow the program.  Reservations can be made through the http://www.jewishtampa.com/federation-

impact/women-of-distinctionprogram or call Pam Behar or Loni Lindsay at 813-769-2802.  You are re-

sponsible for making your own reservation. 

 

We will carpool from the Temple.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board at the Temple in the 

Henry Gibson Social Hall.  We need more drivers, so if you are planning on driving, please sign the 

“sign-up sheet”. 

 

"Snowflakes are one of nature's most fragile things, but just look at what they can do when they stick 

together." 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

       JOANNE SUDMAN   
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Spotlight on  

Sisterhood 

SANDRA HURWITZ, 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 

Kindle the taper like the steadfast star 

Ablaze on evening's forehead o'er the earth, 

And add each night a lustre till afar 

An eightfold splendor shine above thy hearth. 

~Emma Lazarus, "The Feast of Lights" 

 

Happy Chanukah, 

May the lights of Chanukah bring joy to all your 

homes. Join with us on December 21st to celebrate 

this festive holiday. Sisterhood and Men’s Club are 

once again sponsoring a fun-filled evening. There 

will be a dinner buffet catered by Orange Blossom 

Catering and music by the Scott Blum trio. You 

may make your reservation by contacting Rochelle 

Lafer no later than December 12. 

I was delighted to see so many of our members at 

our annual paid member luncheon in November. 

Many thanks to Debbie Boyarsky for chairing this 

event. The delicious food was prepared by our 

members. Thanks also to Barbara Grossman for 

arranging the wonderful entertainment. 

We are sadly saying farewell to our Treasurer, 

Debbie Boyarsky as she joins her husband Ron in 

New Jersey. Hopefully, they will return someday 

soon. 

According to our By-Laws this vacancy is to be 

filled by me, as president, with the approval of our 

board. Our new Treasurer will be Deborah 

Schwalm, who will be a wonderful addition to our 

board.  

Sandy Abramson has stocked our gift shop with 

many beautiful Chanukah items. The shop is open 

the third Monday of each month. She will also be 

happy to meet with you by appointment. She has 

candles, cards, children’s gifts and much more. 

Our next general meeting will be January 6, 2015. 
Watch for more information in the January Shalom 
News and by e-mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruskin / Sun City Center 

                    723 Cypress Village Blvd  

Ph: (813) 633-BEEF (2333) 

Fax (813)633-8443 

CALL AHEAD FOR PICKUP WINDOW 

 

 

 

THE BETH ISRAEL GIFT 

SHOP WILL BE OPEN 

FROM 10:00 AM TO  

12 NOON ON THE THIRD 

MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH, AND BY  

APPOINTMENT WITH SANDY ABRAMSON 
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PROGRAMS AT BETH ISRAEL  

CHERYL KAPLAN, PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

We will be having one more part of the Life Cycle 
Events in December 2014. The following is the informa-
tion for that event: 

Session III- JEWISH FUNERAL PRACTICES 

Wednesday, December 10th at 7:00 pm 

The speaker will be Charles Segal a member of Jewish 
Funeral Directors of America. He is director of the Segal 
Funeral Home, Beth David Chapel. 

Please join us in the Beth Israel Sanctuary for the Life Cy-
cle  Series.  

If you have any questions, call Idalea at 642-8981 or 
idalear@gmail.com 

I want to thank Idalea for organizing this program and pre-
senting it to the congregation.  Please plan on attending on 
December 10, 2014. 

 

My term as Program Director will be over in December and 
I would like to thank everyone for their help and participa-
tion.  As a committee, we have tried to bring you interesting 
and entertaining programs the last two years and I believe 
we have achieved that.  Thanks Again  

Cheryl 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Shelly Grossman & Sheila Rubinstein 

Co-Directors 

 

 We’re happy to report that our membership 

list keeps growing.  We held a New Mem-

bers Brunch in November and welcomed 

our new friends to the congregation.  You 

will find a list of our newest members on 

page 8 of this issue of Shalom News.  

Please help them all feel at home as part of 

our Beth Israel family. 

 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS  
 

If you are thinking of a way to remember or honor a 
loved one, don't forget our Memorial plaques or 
Bricks at the Meditation Garden. The Tree of Life is 
available for honors or celebrations only.  Bricks, 
chair plaques, and prayer books may be purchased 
for any purpose  

 

Call the office at 634-2590 and leave a message.  

 

The cost of each of these items is as follows: 

 

Prayer Book $35  
Leaf on Tree of Life $100      
Plaque on Tree of Life $275    
Bricks at Meditation Garden $100 
Chair Plaque $75  
Memorial Plaque - member price $275 
Memorial Plaque - non-member $350 
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The festival of Chanukah starts on Tuesday evening December 
16, with the lighting of the first candle.  As with every holiday and 
festival, I would like to extend to all of our Beth Israel members a little  

learning on the lighting of the menorah. 

On the first night, one light is lit and on every successive night, an additional 
light is added so that on the eighth night, eight lights are lit. 

If one uses a menorah which has holders for eight lights: On the first night 
one kindles the light on the extreme right. On the following night, another 
light is added to the left of that and is lit first, followed by the light in the 
holder which he had lit on the previous night. On each night, an additional 

light is added to the left of the light which had been lit on the previous night. This new light is kindled first, 
followed by the light which had been lit previously. Thus one is always adding from right to left, but lighting 
from left to right. 

The reason why we first kindle the light which had been added that evening is to show that the greatness 
of the miracle increased on each successive night. 

The lights should be lit so that they are in an even line. The holders should be the same height so that one 
light is not higher than the others. The holders should also be placed in a straight line so that some lights 
do not protrude, and they should not be in a circle. There should be sufficient space between the holders 
so that the flame of one light does not join that of another and so that the heat from one flame does not 
melt the wax of another. 

On the first night of Chanukah, three blessings are recited before lighting: 

1.  Blessed are You... Who has commanded us to kindle the Chanukah lights...                                       

2. Who has performed miracles for our fathers...  
3.  She-hecheyanu [Who has given us life...]. 

On the subsequent nights of Chanukah, only the first two blessings are made. If one was inadvertently 
unable to light on the first night of Chanukah, then She-hecheyanu is recited the first time that one lights. 

It is customary to light an additional light aside from the Chanukah lights. This extra light, referred to as 
the shamash, may be used to light the Chanukah lights and one may derive benefit from its light. The 
Chanukah lights themselves may not be used for any other purpose as long as they are burning in fulfill-
ment of the mitzvah. Therefore, the shamash is lit so that any benefit derived is considered to be from the 
light of the shamash rather than from the Chanukah lights. To make it obvious that the shamash is not 
one of the Chanukah lights, the shamash should not be placed on the same level as the Chanukah lights. 
It is proper that there be another source of light in the home besides that of the sham-
ash. 

It is customary to refrain from using the Chanukah lights even to light each other. 
Rather, the Chanukah lights should be lit using the shamash or another candle. 

When lighting the Chanukah lights, the entire household should gather so that the 
miracle which is being commemorated will be publicized. [Pirsum hanes, "publicizing 
the miracle," is an essential component of Chanukah.] 

After lighting the first candle, and while lighting the others, one recites or sings HaNerot 
Halalu. When the lighting is concluded, Chanukah hymns are sung in accordance with 
local custom. 

 

RITUAL DIRECTOR 

FRED LEVINE 

ritual@jcscc.org 
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For your finest real estate experienceFor your finest real estate experienceFor your finest real estate experienceFor your finest real estate experience        

GUARANTEED!!GUARANTEED!!GUARANTEED!!GUARANTEED!!    

 

With almost twelve years of experience and still ranking With almost twelve years of experience and still ranking With almost twelve years of experience and still ranking With almost twelve years of experience and still ranking 
near the top in near the top in near the top in near the top in sales in the Century 21 Beggins office, sales in the Century 21 Beggins office, sales in the Century 21 Beggins office, sales in the Century 21 Beggins office, 

Mel Fader is well prepared and Mel Fader is well prepared and Mel Fader is well prepared and Mel Fader is well prepared and ready to deliver the ready to deliver the ready to deliver the ready to deliver the 

highest level of real estate services to you or highest level of real estate services to you or highest level of real estate services to you or highest level of real estate services to you or someone someone someone someone 

you know. If you, or an acquaintance, is considering buying you know. If you, or an acquaintance, is considering buying you know. If you, or an acquaintance, is considering buying you know. If you, or an acquaintance, is considering buying 

or or or or selling a property, selling a property, selling a property, selling a property, anywhereanywhereanywhereanywhere    in the South County area, in the South County area, in the South County area, in the South County area, 

Mel will provide Mel will provide Mel will provide Mel will provide any assistance that is neededany assistance that is neededany assistance that is neededany assistance that is needed----    anything anything anything anything 
from searching for a new home from searching for a new home from searching for a new home from searching for a new home to preparing an evalua-to preparing an evalua-to preparing an evalua-to preparing an evalua-

tion and counseling for the sale of tion and counseling for the sale of tion and counseling for the sale of tion and counseling for the sale of 

an existing an existing an existing an existing one. Referrals are always one. Referrals are always one. Referrals are always one. Referrals are always 

appreciated. Please call at any time.appreciated. Please call at any time.appreciated. Please call at any time.appreciated. Please call at any time.    

    Cell 813Cell 813Cell 813Cell 813----508508508508----0083008300830083        

    Home 813Home 813Home 813Home 813----633633633633----9736973697369736    

        Office 813Office 813Office 813Office 813----634634634634----5517551755175517    
melfader@century2lbeggins.commelfader@century2lbeggins.commelfader@century2lbeggins.commelfader@century2lbeggins.com    

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT BADGES 

 

PEOPLE WHO WEAR PACEMAKERS SHOULD 

NOT BE WEARING MAGNETIC NAME BADGES! 

 

If you have a magnetic badge and wear a pace-

maker, please return your badge to  the  temple 

membership committee and they will have the 

magnet replaced with a pin. 



8 

 

 

 

 

Dec 01 Robert Whiteman 

Dec 02 Brenda Hantman 

Dec 02 Paul Silverman 

Dec 02 Lillian Solin 

Dec 03 Louis Einhorn 

Dec 03 Marcia Silverman 

Dec 06 Barbara Aspis 

Dec 07 Naomi Foreman 

Dec 09 Judith Michael 

Dec 10 Sandra Zeligman 

Dec 11 Laura Borak 

Dec 12 Barbara Bauman 

Dec 12 Diana Raphael 

Dec 14 Linda Barrett 

Dec 17 Ed Berkun 

Dec 20 Jacqueline Schindler 

Dec 21 Tzipporah Whiteman 

Dec 22 Alan Berkov 

Dec 25 Robert Solin 

Dec 28 Charna Haimes 

Dec 28 Charles Margulies 

Dec 30 Susan Linky 

Dec 31 Arnold Greenstein 

 

     

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Dec 03 Butch & Judi Cohen 

Dec 03 Paul & Shelly Grossman 

Dec 15 Beverly & William Noehren 

Dec 19 Neal & Joy Rosen 

Dec 23 Joseph & Sandra Zeligman 

Dec 26 Stephen & Hilde Klein 

DECEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our new members when you 

see them, and please add their information to 

your Beth Israel Membership directory. 
 

Jo-Ann & Richard Beebee 

5104 Indian Shores Place 

Wimauma, FL 33598 

Phone: 813 938-4711 

Cell: 910 233-3154 

Email:jabb97@aol.com 

 

Charles & Ann Spivack 

2419 Emerald Lake Dr., #213 

Sun City Center, FL 33573 

Phone: 813 331-3570 

Cell: 352 454-2779 

Email: calspy@gmail.com 

 

Carol Goeken 

2331 Oakley Green Dr 

Sun City Center, FL 33573 

Phone: 813 938-5108 

Cell: 732 616-0728 

Email: cgoeken1@gmail.com 

Best wishes to the following members who have  

recently moved into new homes: 

 

Ethel Binderman 

101 Trinity Lakes Dr.  

Sun City Center, FL 33573  

 

Larry & Lynnette Martasin 

2429 Emerald Lake Dr. #111 

Sun City Center, FL 33573 

 

Eileen Lebowitz  

2427 Emerald Lake Dr. #207 

Sun City Center, FL 33573 
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ASK THE RABBI 

. 

Question:  I heard that you have some trick about making Chanukah latkes….would 

you please share that? 

 

Answer:   Well…it’s not really a trick…but it is neat.  And I’m happy to share! 

The issue is that as yummy as latkes are, frying them in oil can leave a strong smell…

at first, delightful, after a while, not so much….in the air, on your clothes and in your 

hair.  For clothes and hair, the only solution is washing, I’m afraid. 

The solution to the smell in the air seems to be, to have a pot on the stove as you cook the latkes, and 

boil plain ordinary (cheap) white vinegar all the while.  Depending on how long you have been frying, you 

may want to continue to boil the vinegar afterward as well.   

It really does reduce, and sometimes completely absorb the smell of the frying latkes (and it works for 

other smells as well). 

You can also put a bowl of vinegar in your microwave oven and bring it to a boil…but that requires re-

peated operations, while boiling on the stove just means topping off the pot from time to time.  You might 

want to put bowls of boiling vinegar in different parts of the house if the smell carries…. 

And while we are on the subject of helpful hints for Chanukah, here are a few, not related to latkes: 

1. Be sure to place you chanukiyah and candles on waxed paper, and away from windows, breezes 

and drapery. 

2. Place the first candle in the farthest position to the right. 

3. Place the second candle next to it and so on….from right to left, as Hebrew is read 

4. Light the candles from left to right, starting with the candle for the newest day each time. 

5. On the Shabbat during Chanukah, we light the Chanukah candles first and then the Shabbat can-

dles. 

6. The blessing over Chanukah candles is recited before or while lighting the candles, while the 

Shabbat blessing is said after lighting the candles, but with our eyes covered so that when we 

open our eyes, we see the Shabbat candles glowing. 

7. Accumulated wax can be removed by running hot water over the chanukiyah.  But if the water is 

really hot, be sure you are wearing rubber gloves! 

8. If at all possible, put a chanukiyah in a window facing the street so people can see it from outside.  

This fulfills the goal of “publicizing the miracle”, which is the aim of the whole experience (electric 

or battery-operated chanukiyot are the safest for this; check out the gift shop!). 

9. Eat latkes, sufganiyot (jelly donuts), play with dreidls, eat chocolate coins, and sing Chanukah 

songs!!! 

 

HAPPY 

CHANUKAH! 
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December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

10am Library 

Program 

Gift Shop open 

2 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

3 4 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible 

study 

5 

7:30 Shabbat 

service 

6 

 

 

 

VAYISHLACH 

7 8 9 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

7:00 Board 

mtg 

10 

10:00 Men’s 

Club Board 

7pm Life Cycle 

Workshop 

11 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible 

study 

12 

7:30 Shabbat 

service 

13 

10:00 Shab-

bat Service 

12:00 Torah 

Study 

VAYESHEV 

14 15 

10am Library 

Program 

Gift Shop open 

16  

11:00 Healing 

Service 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

17 

7:00 Annual 

Meeting 

18 

 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible 

study 

19 

 

7:30 Shabbat 

service 

20 

 

 

 

MIKETZ 

21 

 

 

4:00 Chanu-

kah Party 

22 

 

7:00 Special 

Board Meeting 

23 

9:30 Sisterhd 

Board Mtg 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

24 25 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible 

study 

26 

7:30 Shabbat 

service 

27 

10:00 Shab-

bat Service 

12:00 Torah 

Study 

VAYIGASH 

28 

10:30 Men’s 

Club Bagels 

and Discovery 

29 30 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

31    
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

As of November 13 

Reported by Elizabeth Jacobs, Treasurer, and Paul Grossman, Financial Secretary 

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who remember and honor their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 
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General Operating Fund 

 Sandra Abramson   In memory of Maurice Abramson, father-in-law of Sandra 

 Michelle Atkins Schaefer  In memory of Stanley M. Atkins, father of Michelle 

 Gilda Atkins    In memory of Stanley M. Atkins, husband of Gilda 

 Arthur Byer    In memory of Sam Byer, father of Arthur 

 Butch & Judi Cohen & family  In memory of Edythe Cohen, mother of Butch  

 Evelyn David    In memory of Nathan Kay, father of Evelyn 

 Rochelle & Murray Homelsky  In memory of Nate Bell 

 Martin & Sandra Hurwitz  In memory of Jay Markowitz, father of Sandra 

 Marcia & Norm Karp   In memory of nephew Jon Markowitz 

 Richard Kravitz & Helen McAninch In memory of Rose Kravitz, mother of Richard 

 Alison & Stephen Levine  In memory of Shirley Robbins, mother of Alison 

 Nina Malinak    In memory of Elinore Malinak, mother of Nina 

 David Markowitz   In memory of Jay Markowitz, father of David 

 Richard & Marsha Marshall  In memory of Nate Bell, husband of June Bell 

 Richard & Marsha Marshall  In memory of Robert Abramson, step-son of Sandra Abramson 

 Mark Neckes    In memory of Sidney Neckes, father of Mark 

 Diane Posner    In memory of Martha Tropp, mother of Diane 

 Laura & Roland Reuterfors  In memory of Anders Eriksson, father of Roland  

 Dorothy Richman   In memory of Harold Abramson, brother of Dorothy 

 Joy & Neal Rosen   In memory of Murray Goldberg, father of Joy 

 Joy & Neal Rosen   In memory of Marc Jason Rosen, son of Joy & Neal 

 Winifred Sochacki   In memory of Eugene Sochacki, husband of Winifred 

 Ellen Stein    In memory of Sophia Leff, mother of Ellen 

 Sam Zians & family   In memory of Sarah Zians, mother of Sam 

 Don Zion    In memory of Earl Zion, brother of Don 

 Don Zion    In memory of Barry Zion, father of Don 

 Judy & Stan Zirofsky   In appreciation for aliyah on Shemini Azereth 

 Judy & Stan Zirofsky   In appreciation of yizkor service 

 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

 Cyrille & Bob Cobe   In honor of the Rabbi’s birthday 
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GENERAL OPERATING FUND for a wide variety of operating 

needs 

MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT FUND for ongoing     

Temple maintenance and improvements 

FURMAN/LEE FAMILY MEMORIAL/RABBI FUND for the genera-

tion of income to defray Rabbi’s expenses 

CANTOR FUND for the generation of income to defray the     

Cantorial Soloist’s expenses 

JANE FISHMAN KITCHEN FUND for kitchen improvements 

 

PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND for assistance of com-

munity and individual needs 

ARTHUR & SELMA PELLEGRINO STAINED GLASS WINDOW 

FUND for the addition of stained glass windows to the Henry Gib-

son Social Hall 

CHAPLAIN EDUCATION FUND for providing educational oppor-

tunities 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND for a weekend seminar 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  

DIRECTED GIVING 

This is the list of the funds which were set up to help ensure that your donations are put to use in the area of your choice.  When mak-

ing contributions to Beth Israel, the Jewish Congregation, whether it be for a Yahrzeit, a mitzvah, or for any other reason, please spec-

ify the fund (or funds) to which you would like your donation directed.  Undesignated donations will go to the General Operating Fund. 

     MEN’S CLUB REPORT 

        Paul Grossman, Past President 

  

At our November 19th, paid up members’ luncheon and annual business meeting, the direc-
tor’s provided updates on our financial health, membership status, and upcoming program 
highlights. All good news, with specific mention, that we now have 90 members. Additionally, 
three new board directors were elected; they are Neil Raphael (second term), Gil Daniels, and Dave Unter-
lack. They will join current board directors, Steve Blesofsky, Bob Conti, Stephen Levine, and Ralph Shaw 
for this next term. Of course, our thanks go to Dick Marshall for providing that wonderful brisket lunch. 

The newly elected Board will have met after the writing of this article, to organize and determine each di-
rector’s position and responsibility. The results of this meeting will be shared with you, probably by the time 
you read this column. My best wishes to the new board for a successful year. 

Having served on the Board for the past four years, and as club president for the past three years, I want 
to offer my sincere appreciation and thanks to the supportive board members and all Men’s Club members 
who made my time in office so enjoyable. Your support and cooperation in giving your time and energy in 
guaranteeing that our programs were successful and that specific tasks to help our congregation, whether 
ushering, putting up the sukkah, or setting up for fund-raising programs, were all accomplished with a 
sense of camaraderie and enjoyment. Thank you; thank you; thank you!! 

Our next upcoming planned event is as follows: 

 

Sunday, December 28th, at 10:30 AM – Bagels & Discovery 

 

Our featured speaker will be Rabbi Barbara Aiello, founder & director of the Italian Jewish Cultural Center 
of Calabria, Italy. Rabbi Barbara’s presentation will revolve around her work helping Jews, who were 
forced into conversion, find their Jewish roots. Pre-payment of $8 per person is required and your 
check is your reservation. Please mail your checks to: Beth Israel Men’s Club; PO Box 5203; Sun City 
Center, FL 33571-5203. We are expecting a full house, so don’t wait. 

 

Have a snow-free December 

 

Paul 
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OCTOBER YAHRZEITS 
Yahrzeits  are read at the Shabbat Service on the date listed which includes the yahrzeits for the following week-  

Friday through Thursday. 

 
DECEMBER 5, 2014 
SARAH KAGAN, Grandmother of SANDY ABRAMSON 
HILDA MAYE BELL, Mother-in-law of JUNE BELL 
RONALD MILLER, Brother-in-Law of LOIS BERMAN 
ROSE BETH, Mother of ALAN BETH 
GERTRUDE GREEN, Mother of DOREEN CARRION 
MANNY CASHVAN, Brother of HERBERT CASHVAN 
DIANA TURCHIK, Mother-in-law of SIDNEY GOLD-
STEIN 
BEATRICE FINEBERG, Mother of NANCI GOODSTEIN 
ETTA KARP, Mother of NORMAN KARP 
MAURICE KLEINMAN, Father of GERALD KLEINMAN 
STEVEN SORIN, Nephew of RICHARD KRAVITZ 
ANN WEINER, Mother of EILEEN LEBOWITZ 
REBECCA MARSHALL, Mother of RICHARD MAR-
SHALL 
MARY FRIEDMAN, Mother of LAURA REUTERFORS 
MAX WOLFELD, Father of EILEEN WEST 
MOLLIE DODELL 
SAMUEL GIBSON 
EDITH MOGUL 
 
DECEMBER 12, 2014 
JEANETTE BENENSON, Mother of LILLIAN AARON 
FRANCES ABRAMSON, Family of the late ARNOLD 
ABRAMSON 
SADIE AXELROD, Mother of TRUDY BURKEY 
RUTH COBE, Mother of ROBERT COBE 
WILLIAM COHEN, Father of ANDREW COHEN 
SHIRLEY DEBOWSKY, Mother of ARLENE COHEN 
JULIAN FREEDMAN, Husband of HARRIETT FREEED-
MAN 
MAX FREIDEL, Father of ALAN FREIDEL 
ESTHER ROTHLEIN, Sister-in-Law of LEWIS KONIGS-
BERG 
LILLIAN ENGORAN, Aunt of LAURA REUTERFORS 
SIDNEY LEVY, Uncle of LAURA REUTERFORS 
ESTHER SAFIAN, Grandmother of LYN SAFIAN 
WILLIAM HOTZ, Father of WINIFRED SOCHACKI 
HAROLD WEINER, Father of TZIPPORAH WHITEMAN 
JANE DEFREITAS 
FRANCES WINNICK 
 
DECEMBER 19, 2014 
PEARL SCHECTMAN, Sister-in-Law of DELYSE AXINN 
JERRY COHEN, Brother of ANDREW COHEN 
ROBERT GREENFIELD, Father of ANDREW 
GREENFIELD 
EDITH BAUM, Mother of BARBARA GROSSMAN 
J. EDWARD ROSENVAIG, Brother of CHARNA HAIMES 
SYLVIA JUPITER, Late Wife of ALVIN JUPITER 

ELAINE GASS, Sister of HILDE KLEIN 
RUTH KLEINMAN, Step-Mother of GERALD KLEINMAN 
ARTHUR MARSHALL, Father of RICHARD MARSHALL 
MOSES MALKIN, Uncle of RICHARD MARSHALL 
LENA GOLDSTEIN, Grandmother of LINDA MUMFORD 
SHELDON KOHL, Father of BARBARA NOVA 
PHILIP RICHMAN, Husband of DORIS RICHMAN 
GLADYS WOLFELD, Mother of EILEEN WEST 
SHIRLEY JONES 
EDNA HIRCH PELLEGRINO 
SHIRLEY SLUTZKY 
 
DECEMBER 26, 2014 
JULIUS BELL, Brother-in-Law of JUNE BELL 
JUDIE GOLDEN, Daughter of SHIRLEY BERGMAN 
FELMA BERKOV, Mother of ALAN BERKOV 
ANNE CASHVAN, Wife of HERBERT CASHVAN 
JACK COONIN, Father of SHAYNA COONIN 
WILLIAM SCHMIDT, Father-in-law of MARTIN DAIN 
MINNIE BLOOM, Grandmother of ANNETTE GARSON 
ELINOR GOLDKLAMP, Wife of ARNOLD GOLDKLAMP 
MORTIMER JACOBS, Father of ED JACOBS 
ALICE GREENGROSS, Mother of JOAN LESHIN 
ORNA ROTBLITT, Sister of RAM MEYUHAS 
STANLEY SHAPIRO, Brother of HERB SHAPIRO 
HELEN ROSEN, Mother of MARCIA SILVERMAN 
MARJORIE KAYTON, Sister of LOIS SMERILSON 
RACHEL STEINBERG, Mother of CHARLES 
STEINBERG 
RUBIN STEINBERG, Father of CHARLES STEINBERG 
TED ROBERT, Late Husband of TZIPPORAH WHITE-
MAN 
ALEX SLUTZKY 
RABBI ADOLPH J. FEINBERG 
LAWRENCE SCHWARTZ 

 

HONOR SOMEONE BY PLANTING TREES IN  

ISRAEL IN HIS/HER NAME 

IF  YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLANT  

 A TREE IN  ISRAEL,  

CONTACT ELIZABETH JACOBS AT 633-3073  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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ONEGS SHABBAT 

Oneg Shabbat Chairperson 

Lyn Safian  (634-6013)   

lynleestep@mac.com 

 

Our thanks to those people who sponsor Onegs.  

Supporting an Oneg Shabbat is a mitzvah. If each mem-

ber would sponsor just one Oneg a year, our calendar 

would be full. 

 

Please check the Oneg Shabbat list on the bulletin board 

and sign up to celebrate your special occasion. If you 

want information about sponsoring an Oneg, please con-

tact the chairperson. 

 

The committee is willing to shop only for those members 

who are physically unable to shop for themselves. 

Thanks for your participation. Also, if you have just 

signed up, please call the chairperson to confirm the 

date. 

 

December Oneg Shabbat Sponsors 

 

Dec 5 -  Beth Israel Men’s Club - Men’s Club Shab-

bat 

 

Dec 12 - Ed Berkun - Ed’s birthday 

 

Dec 10 - Hilde & Steve Klein - 33rd anniversary 

 

Dec 26 - Ina & Alan Stull - 65th anniversary   

 

 

TRIBUTE CARDS 

 

CALL  Verdna Kelley at 677-3017,   email 

vjk2338@ij.net or call Eve Gilbert at 642-0707.  

Send  donation checks to Verdna at  

10353 Mercadier Lane, Riverview, FL 33578-

7428 

 

Your card will have handwritten personalized  

sentiments for birthdays, anniversaries, con-

dolences, get well, or any occasion you 

choose and will be listed in Shalom News. 

 
BIRTHDAY 

Vivian Yellen on her 90th birthday from Sandra 
Abramson 

 

CONDOLENCES 

June Bell in memory of her beloved husband Nate, 
from Jerry & Barbara Millstein & Sandra Abramson 

 

Sandra Abramson & family, in memory of her step-
son Robert Charles Abramson, from Bob & Cyrille 

Cobe and Neal & Joy Rosen 

 

Neil & Joy Rosen in memory of Neal’s sister, from 
Bob & Cyrille Cobe and Sandra Abramson 

 

 

BETH ISRAEL SPECIAL 

$100 OFF ON ANY CART 

We service all makes of golf carts 

CONDOLENCES 

NATE BELL, passed away on October 24, 

2014 after a long illness.  He had been a 

member of Beth Israel for many years.  

Our condolences to his wife, June, and 

family and friends.  

Condolences also to Sandra Abramson on 

the loss of her step-son, and to Neil Rosen 

on the death of his sister. 

May all their memories be a blessing. 



15 

 

Beth Israel Library News 

 
             December, 2014 

Monday, December 1 - 10:00-12:00 

Beth Israel Readers 

Book Discussion 

The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer 
Books on reserve at the SouthShore Regional Library.   

All welcome even if you haven’t read the book. 

Monday, December 15 - 10:00-12:00 

Monthly Program 

 
Hava Nagila (The Movie)  

From many of last year’s Jewish Film Festivals.. 

This film is a delightful tour through a century 

and a half of the song’s history.  It follows the 

song from Eastern Europe to Palestine and all the 

way to America.   Very upbeat and fun! 

New Additions for Borrowing 

FICtion by Brenda Barrie  

The Binding – The powerful impact of the 

Holocaust on survivors’ children. 

 

The Rabbi’s Husband – Wife and husband 

role conflicts in marriage, parenting, and 

careers. 

 

An Unorthodox Romance – The clash 

between strict rules, rituals, and traditions 

and matters of the heart. 

Thanks for supporting our library.  20 books our Thanks for supporting our library.  20 books our Thanks for supporting our library.  20 books our Thanks for supporting our library.  20 books our 
Library could not use have been donated since Library could not use have been donated since Library could not use have been donated since Library could not use have been donated since 
September to SouthShSeptember to SouthShSeptember to SouthShSeptember to SouthShore Friends of the Library ore Friends of the Library ore Friends of the Library ore Friends of the Library 
Book Sale RoomBook Sale RoomBook Sale RoomBook Sale Room....   Cyrille CobeCyrille CobeCyrille CobeCyrille Cobe  
 

SISTERHOOD’S LUNCHEON FOR PAID-UP  

MEMBERS 

November 11, 2014 

 

Photos by Nina Malinak 

Sisterhood’s Newest Members are Introduced: 

Tina Frazier, Linda Mumford, Helen  Kaplan, Marsha Stein, 

Sandra Miller and Carol Goeken 

Barbara Grossman introduces the  entertainers who  presented 

readings from Nora Efron’s “Love, Loss and What I Wore”. 

L to R: Dina DiPilato, Myra Rudin, and Carol Melchior. 
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                                  WAYS AND MEANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE START SAVING YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS FOR OUR ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE WHICH WILL BE 

HELD ON MARCH 15, 16 AND 17. 

 

All of your unwanted items may be dropped of at the temple on Sunday, March 15, and Monday March 16. Drop 

off hours will be advertised closer to the sale. No merchandise will be accepted on Tuesday March 17 - day of 

sale. 

 

We will not accept computers; unless brand new, computer software, old unsafe electrical  

items or old TV’s.  Please be sure all of the clothing is clean and in good condition. If you have a question regard-

ing your donation please contact me at monkeyandwife@yahoo.com. 

 

In conjunction with the rummage sale, Paul Spiegal will be 
selling excellent quality fashion jewelry at unbelievable 
prices. His inventory will include high end fashion rings, 
bracelets, necklaces and other pieces. More info to follow! 

 

Pop’s Q will be providing lunch at a phenomenal 
price! 

 

                          Carol Balent/Paul Spiegal, Co-Directors 

I’ve had many inquires regarding the profit shown for our August fundraiser. I am so thankful to all of the many 

volunteers that worked so hard to help us to surpass our fundraising goal for our event. The net profit for our 

comedy fundraiser was   $6,054.52 

Carol 



17 

 
A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY…. 

Delyse Axinn 

 

As I complete what is to be my last issue of Shalom News, I’d like to share a little bit of history that 

many of you may not know. 

In December 1998, I was elected to the Board of what was then the Jewish Congregation of Sun 

City Center.  My position was Communications Director, which meant I was responsible for pro-

ducing Shalom News.  My predecessor was Selma Pellegrino Z”L, a founding member of the Jew-

ish Congregation.  For many years she had laboriously typed our newsletter on a manual type-

writer and I remember that for several days of each month she was not to be disturbed as she cre-

ated each informative issue, and she did a wonderful job. 

Since I had a computer, I approached the position with confidence knowing that I could include 

graphics and pictures of members and all sorts of other wonders that the modern age had made 

available to me.  I’ll say no more than that my computer ran out of memory while I was doing my 

very first issue!  Fortunately, the computer was fitted with additional memory before the next issue 

was due.  (If I ever figure out how to add additional memory to humans, I’ll be sure to let you 

know!) 

Then, as now, we had a wonderful supportive congregation.  I must admit there was one persistent 

detractor, but most people were full of praise for our “cutting edge” newsletter.  

Looking back over the now-archived editions of Shalom News, I find it amusing to note that each 

September issue had a front-page reminder that the “winter dress code is now in effect”.  This 

stated that gentlemen were now expected to wear ties and jackets for all holiday and Shabbat ser-

vices.  (Apparently, even then, we were smart enough not to try telling the ladies how to dress!) 

During the following 4 years, I was able to headline many exciting events. The biggest event by far 

was the addition of the Henry Gibson Social Hall to our building.  Prior to the addition of the social 

hall, onegs had been held behind the last row of seats in the sanctuary.  The groundbreaking for 

the social hall took place on January 14, 2000.  There were many permitting delays before the out-

side work was completed, but during the wait pictures were posted in the newsletter regularly 

showing the progress that was being made. Also, while we were waiting, a center stairway was 

added to the bimah, new carpeting was installed in the sanctuary, and the chairs were rearranged 

to form a center aisle.  In April, 2001, the foundation was (finally) poured, work began in earnest, 

and we were able to celebrate our erev Rosh Hashanah dinner in our new hall.  The front page of 

the December 2001 issue announces the dedication of the Henry Gibson Social Hall. 

Two years ago, when the nominating committee was looking for people to fill vacancies on the 

Board, I agreed to do Shalom News for one more term of two years.  In my final column in 2002, I 

had noted that some months the newsletter practically flew off my fingers; other months were like 

swimming upstream. That didn’t change this time around! I am grateful for all the help I got from  

those who contributed columns and information to Shalom News, and to those who picked up and 

distributed the newsletter when I was unable to do it.  I am especially grateful to Pearl Birnbaum 

who produced the November, 2014, edition, since I was in Israel at the time I would have been 

doing it.  I am grateful for all you readers who chose to overlook the typos and omissions and in-

stead expressed your appreciation for all the news of Beth Israel you received each month.  I trust 

you will extend to my successor the same support you gave to me. 

Todah rabah! 
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On Monday, December 11th, at 6:30 pm, the Jewish Club will be presenting “The Front 

Porch Pickers”, a musical group who will play your old time favorites.   

It will be a Western theme, so saddle up and enjoy great music and a fantastic  BBQ.  

The event will take place in the Kings Point North club house in the Banquet Room. 

For more information, contact Simone Shaw 813 922-4191, email brithair@aol.com. 

Okay, so we don’t open 

925290572 presents and have 39252252 people over for  

dinner. What’s a Beth Israelite to do??? 

Come join your Beth Israel family as we meet on Thursday, December 25 in the  

Social Hall. We will join Jews all over America and watch a movie! Have you  

seen “Last Vegas?” Come prepared to laugh! The 2 hour movie will start at 2:30. 

The fun continues at (we truly are people who are dedicated to tradition) Asian  

FusionChinese Buffet in Apollo Beach. The meal is $16 and INCLUDES bever-

age, tax and tip! Such a deal! And no dishes to wash! (Pay on your own at the  

restaurant.) 

Either meet us there at 5:00 or meet us in the Beth Israel parking lot by 4:45 to  

join a carpool. 

RSVP to Judy Branch at 813-746-1222 or jlbranch@hotmail.com before  

Thanksgiving. (Asian Fusion said it’s best to make the reservation before  

Thanksgiving.) 

Why not do it right now? 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?? 

…...ALSO 
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CONGREGATION OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Rabbi Carla Freedman 

Joanne Sudman President 

Arnold Greensteinn  2nd Vice President  

Elizabeth Jacobs Treasurer 

Paul Grossman Financial Secretary 

Maggi Guzinsky Recording Secretary 

Nina Malinak Corresponding Secretary 

Delyse Axinn Communications 

Dick Marshall Facilities 

Shelly Grossman Co-Membership 

Sheila Rubinstein Co-Membership 

Cheryl Kaplan Program 

Fred Levine Ritual Director 

Carol Balent Ways & Means 

Sandra Hurwitz President-Sisterhood 

Paul Grossman President-Mens’s Club 

Delyse Axinn Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

BETH ISRAEL 

THE JEWISH CONGREGATION OF SUN CITY CENTER 

P. O. BOX 5203 

SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33571 

 

 

FIRST CLASS 

Beth Israel is a member of the Sun City Center,  

South Shore, and  Riverview Chambers of Commerce. 

DECEMBER NEW
SLETTER 


