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Welcome to our New 

 Beth Israel Board of Directors  

For the New Year of 2015 

L to R: Bernie Katz, Cheryl Kaplan, Sheila Rubenstein, Fred 

Levine, Nina Malinak, Joanne Sudman, Judy Branch, Larry 

Greenfield    

Board Members: 

Joanne Sudman President 

Cheryl Kaplan                1st Vice President 

Nina Malinak  2nd Vice President  

Paul Grossman Treasurer 

Diane Posner Financial Secretary 

Joy Rosen Recording /Corresponding Secretary 

Alison Levine Communications 

Dick Marshall Co-Facilities Bernie Katz Co-Facilities 

Sheila Rubinstein Co-Membership Marlene Spiegal Co-Membership 

Judy Branch Program 

Fred Levine Ritual Director 

Carol Balent Co-Ways & Means   Paul Spiegal    Co-Ways & Means 

Lawrence Greenfield Director at Large 
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FROM THE RABBI’S DESK 

Rabbi Carla Freedman 

 

Several times recently during services, I have urged people to 

take a registration card for the coming elections to the World Zi-
onist Congress, so that we can be part of the major effort under-

way to elect enough Reform Jews to the congress to influence life 

in Israel. 

The World Zionist Organization is made up of representatives of 

the political parties in Israel which act on behalf of the Jews of 

Israel, and the Zionist organizations of other countries which act 

on behalf of the Jews outside of Israel.  Those representatives 

allocate the funds of the WZO in Israel, and until relatively re-

cently, there was very little representation of non-Orthodox Jews 

outside of Israel at the congress, so very little money was allo-

cated by the congress for non-Orthodox institutions and pro-

grams in Israel. 

That changed when the last election to the congress took place, because the Associa-

tion of Reform Zionists of America, ARZA, and its partners around the world organized 

a “get out the vote” campaign, and Reform Jews the world over responded enthusias-

tically, electing a significant number of representatives.  There are 500 delegates to 

the congress; in the last election, ARZA won 56 seats of the possible 145 allocated to 

the United States.  World-wide, Reform Zionists held 83 of the 500 seats.   As the re-

sult of this, Reform Zionists were able to form a voting block with some Israeli parties 

who share our agenda, and together they were able to pass resolutions calling on the 

government of Israel to support such things as the establishment of an egalitarian 

prayer location at the Western Wall in Jerusalem, and the passage of a civil law gov-

erning marriage and divorce. 

The WZO Congress influences appointments to important bodies in Israel, and has 

control of or influence over various budgets.  This makes it possible for significant 

amounts of money to be directed to non-Orthodox institutions, programs and pro-

jects, money that would not be allocated in this way by the Israeli government be-

cause of the control of the Orthodox over budgetary priorities. 

So it is really important that we take full advantage of this opportunity to impact the 

direction of religious pluralism in Israel.  If you took a card at temple, please sign 

it and mail it in.  You will receive from ARZA directions on how to proceed thereaf-

ter. You will be asked to pay $10.00 to cover the cost of the election itself.  ARZA will 

send you the slate of names they are supporting, and when the ballot comes, you will 

know how to vote so as to extend the influence of American Reform Jews on the reli-

gious issues in Israel that really matter to us. 

You can also register online to vote at REFORMJEWS4ISRAEL.ORG.  

So much of what goes on in Israel is frustrating to us as Reform Jews, but right now, 

we have the chance to make a difference in those things.  So please take this seri-

ously and VOTE. 
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  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

       JOANNE SUDMAN   

The following was Joanne’s acceptance speech given to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on December 17, 2014. 

Thank you for your vote of confidence and for the honor of serving as your President for the next two years.  When I 

stepped into the position of President three months ago, I had a big wakeup call about the time commitment and knowl-

edge one needed.  It has been a real learning curve, and I know it will continue to be one for some time.  I am fortunate 

that I am surrounded by lots of expertise in our officers and directors who will be able to guide me, when necessary.  

My goal as your President is very personal.  So let me start my telling you about me:  I am a Libra, a middle child, and 

have always been a caretaker.  That should tell you just about everything, but there is more!   My family comes first--

always.  My strong Jewish identity began when I was ten years old and attended Goldman camp in Zionsville, Indiana.  I 

love to dance and sing (my sister who is visiting this week will tell you I sing off key); I am not very good remembering 

names, as some of you already know; I am losing my hearing and I can have a meltdown (as many of you have seen), for 

no apparent reason.  I believe there is a plan for all of us and that while we may not like the opportunities put in front of us, 

a lesson will be learned from them. 

Now you probably wonder why I am telling you all of this. As I said, my goal for us is very personal.   Let me begin by 

sharing a story I heard just several weeks ago.  A member of St. John’s Episcopal Church, whose name is Liz, began 

coming to Temple for Torah study on Saturday mornings, several years ago.  She was a “regular”, never missing a week.  

When Bible study classes were introduced Liz was there too.  She is not shy to offer her opinion; mostly she sits, quietly 

nods her head, takes notes, and listens. She told me not too long ago that we saved her life spiritually.  You see, when Liz 

started coming to study with us, Father Tracy was no longer the Pastor of St. John’s and she was no longer feeling spiritu-

ally uplifted.  She found it uplifting here in our study, in our friendship, in our caring, and in our connection.  She calls us 

her extended spiritual family. 

We are so fortunate to be part of this vibrant congregation; to have Rabbi Carla, wonderful programs, challenging classes, 

stimulating discussions. Yet I sometimes see and personally feel a big disconnect among us.  I see new members coming 

into the congregation and sitting alone, feeling isolated during services and at onegs.  I see long-time members who may 

now be alone feeling isolated as well; I see some of you not coming into the onegs because you don’t feel comfortable--

you might feel isolated.  I have actually had this experience myself.  I also hear about our fellow congregants who don’t 

drive anymore and can’t get to the temple because they don’t have anyone to call.  

So here is my challenge to you and to me. Let’s get connected to each other, not only to our new members, but all of our 

members.   Sit with different people during services, not just the ones you see all of the time in your neighborhoods or 

committees; sit with different people during the onegs, not just members of your chavurah; make a connection with each 

other.  Each of you have stories to tell and I know that someway, somehow we connect with each other through these 

stories.  

It is my vision that in the future we will put into place some different programs and procedures that will make all of us feel 

like family in which no one will ever feel isolated or left out.  I first want to establish an active caring committee that will 

help all congregants in their time of need whether it be a loss of a loved one or recovery from a fall or surgery or just be-

cause they are isolated from the rest of us. I want to make sure that we will no longer be strangers in the sanctuary or 

social hall or each other’s homes; that we will feel connected.  I would like to offer rides to those who no longer drive to 

Shabbat services, Sunday programs, and Men’s Club and Sisterhood events. I would like to see those who live alone be 

invited over for a Shabbat dinner.  Please know that what I am asking of you, I ask of myself as well.  If you are interested 

in being a part of this committee or have some ideas of your own, please let me know. 

We know that Beth Israel is our spiritual home, but we can’t forget that it is also a business.  Each of the Board members 

has a fiduciary responsibility.  I will do my best to continue to run the “business” of Beth Israel smoothly so that it remains 

fiscally sound.   

In closing I would like to share the words of Dianna Ross:   

Why don’t you reach out and touch someone’s hand. Make this world a better place if you can.  Try a little kindness, you’ll 

see it’s something that comes very naturally.  Why don’t you reach out and touch someone’s hand.  We can change 

things if we start giving.  Why don’t you reach out and touch someone’s hand. Make this world a better place if you can. 

L’shalom 
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Spotlight on  

Sisterhood 

SANDRA HURWITZ, 

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 

Happy New Year, 

Thank you to Rochelle Lafer for the wonderful 

job she did in organizing the Chanukah party 

in conjunction with the Men’s Club. Thanks 

also go out to everyone who helped make this 

event a success. I am truly sorry we were not 

able to share in the fun. Martin and I, along 

with the Marshalls celebrated Chanukah 

aboard the Golden Princess as we sailed 

around South America. 

 

We look forward to seeing many of you at our 

meeting on January 6. Rabbi Carla will be 

sharing photos and experiences from their trip 

to Israel. She is planning another trip in the 

spring of 2016. If you have never been, you 

should try to join her on this next trip. There 

is something special about stepping off the 

plane in Tel Aviv and the feeling you get as 

you arrive in Jerusalem cannot be explained 

adequately.  

 

I am happy to welcome so many new Sister-

hood members. In February our nominating 

committee will begin looking for new board 

members. I encourage all of our members to 

become more involved by volunteering to join 

the board or work on a committee. Just let 

me know what your interests are. Call me at 

634-4444 or e mail  

sandrahurwitz@hotmail.com 

 

Looking forward to seeing many of you on 

January 6, 

Sandra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruskin / Sun City Center 

                    723 Cypress Village Blvd  

Ph: (813) 633-BEEF (2333) 

Fax (813)633-8443 

CALL AHEAD FOR PICKUP WINDOW 

 

 

 

THE BETH ISRAEL GIFT 

SHOP WILL BE OPEN 

FROM 10:00 AM TO  

12 NOON ON THE THIRD 

MONDAY OF EACH 

MONTH, AND BY  

APPOINTMENT WITH SANDY ABRAMSON  

mailto:sandrahurwitz@hotmail.com
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PROGRAMS AT BETH ISRAEL  

CHERYL KAPLAN, PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

 

IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE TO FILL THE POSITION OF 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR FOR BETH ISRAEL IN 2014. 

 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO MY COMMIT-
TEE, ARLENE COHEN, JOANNE SUDMAN, IDALEA 

RUBIN, CYRILLE COBE, PAUL SPIEGAL AND RABBI 

CARLA.  COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU. 

 

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO THE 

CONGREGATION FOR ATTENDING PLANNED EVENTS 
AND GIVING ME IDEAS FOR PROGRAMS, PLEASE KEEP 

IT UP FOR YOUR NEW PROGRAM DIRECTOR.  

 

AS OF RIGHT NOW, THERE WILL NOT BE A PROGRAM 

FOR JANUARY, BUT KEEP LOOKING IN YOUR EMAIL 

FOR PROGRAM INFORMATION. 

 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR  

CHERYL KAPLAN 

 

TRIBUTE CARDS 

 

CALL  Verdna Kelley at 677-3017, 

                    email vjk2338@ij.net  

or CALL Eve Gilbert at 642-0707 

 

Send  donation checks to Verdna at  

10353 Mercadier Lane, Riverview, FL 

33578-7428 

 

Your card will have handwritten person-

alized  sentiments for birthdays, anni-

versaries, condolences, get well, or any 

occasion you choose and will be listed in 

Shalom News. 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS  
 

If you are thinking of a way to remember or honor a 
loved one, don't forget our Memorial plaques or 
Bricks at the Meditation Garden. The Tree of Life is 
available for honors or celebrations only.  Bricks, 
chair plaques, and prayer books may be purchased 

for any purpose  

 

Call the office at 634-2590 and leave a message.  

 

The cost of each of these items is as follows: 

 

Prayer Book $35  
Leaf on Tree of Life $100      
Plaque on Tree of Life $275    
Bricks at Meditation Garden $100 
Chair Plaque $75  
Memorial Plaque - member price $275 

Memorial Plaque - non-member $350 
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 I want to start by telling you a story--- 

 

 A long time ago there was a young man in New York, in his early 30's, who was 

ASKED to join the Congregation Shaara Tefillah Young Leadership Group. 

 He didn't know much about it, he thought he would enjoy it, so he said "yes." 

Next, this young man was ASKED to join the membership committee. 

He didn't know much about it, he thought he would enjoy it, so he said "yes." 

 After several years he was ASKED to serve on the Board of Trustees. 

He was a bit intimidated but nevertheless felt honored to serve. 

He didn't know much about it, he thought he would enjoy it, so he said "yes." 

 Next, he gets a call from the  synagogue president, and ASKED him to serve as 
Chairman of the High Holy Days Committee. He didn't know much about it, he 

thought he would enjoy it, so he said "yes." 

 A few years go by and he got phone calls from the president and the Rabbi. 

They ASKED him to serve as the Gabbi (assistant Rabbi / Ritual Director). He did 

know very much about it, he knew he would enjoy it, so he said "yes." He kept say-

ing yes to being ritual director for over 20 years.  

 I'm sure you have figured out by now, that young man was me. Now I am writ-

ing to you as your Ritual Director. I was ASKED to get involved 

  I'd bet that there are many others like me. They want to get involved, they 

think they would enjoy it, but they hesitate. Maybe they don't know what will be ex-

pected of them or they don't know the time and commitment it takes, or they don't 

know if they will fit in. They are waiting to be ASKED.  

 If you are waiting to be ASKED, well, I am personally ASKING you to get in-
volved. I want to make sure that it is easy for you to get involved here at Beth Israel 

by defining what will be expected of you, and providing the support and encourage-

ment you need. We are fortunate to have great volunteers here at Beth Israel, and 

we really could use more. We need more volunteers to partake in our Friday evening 

Shabbat services to do the mitzvahs of lighting the Shabbat candles, opening and 

closing of the ark, raising and dressing the Torah, and being called up to the Torah 

for an Aliyah. 

 In the Torah portion, T'rumah, God says: Ve'asu li mikdash veshachanti beto-

cham. "Build me a Sanctuary that I may Dwell among them." You may recognize 

these words. Read carefully: "Build me a Sanctuary that I may dwell AMONG THEM". 

Not "that I may dwell IN IT" but "AMONG THEM." I interpret this to mean God's pres-

ence is not found in a building. It is found in the hearts and souls of the people who 
fill Beth Israel with prayers and hopes, joys and sorrows. In other words, Beth Israel 

is a "Kehillah Kedosha," a sacred community.  

 During my second term as your ritual director, I would like to build on the ef-

forts initiated by our ritual committee and Rabbi Freedman, by strengthening Beth 

Israel as a Kehillah Kedosha: a warm, caring, sacred community. 

RITUAL DIRECTOR 

FRED LEVINE 

ritual@jcscc.org 
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For your finest real estate experience  

GUARANTEED!! 

 

With almost twelve years of experience and still ranking 

near the top in sales in the Century 21 Beggins office, 

Mel Fader is well prepared and ready to deliver the 
highest level of real estate services to you or someone 

you know. If you, or an acquaintance, is considering buying 

or selling a property, anywhere in the South County area, 
Mel will provide any assistance that is needed- anything 

from searching for a new home to preparing an evalua-

tion and counseling for the sale of 
an existing one. Referrals are always 

appreciated. Please call at any time. 

 Cell 813-508-0083  

 Home 813-633-9736 

  Office 813-634-5517 

melfader@century2lbeggins.com 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT BADGES 

 

PEOPLE WHO WEAR PACEMAKERS SHOULD 

NOT BE WEARING MAGNETIC NAME BADGES! 

 

If you have a magnetic badge and wear a pace-

maker, please return your badge to  the  temple 

membership committee and they will have the 

magnet replaced with a pin. 

mailto:melfader@century2lbeggins.com
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Apologies to Ed Berkun whose 
birthday was inadvertently left 

out last month.  

Happy Birthday Ed! 

 

Jan 01 Sandra Hurwitz 

Jan 01 Roslyn Shapiro 

Jan 02 Erika Beverly 

Jan 07 Marsha Marshall 

Jan 09 Stephen Blesofsky 

Jan 09 Stephen Tabin 

Jan 12 Ann Graff 

Jan 13 Norman Karp 

Jan 14 Frances Sheff 

Jan 15 Neil Raphael 

Jan 16 Nanci Goodstein 

Jan 17 Lynnette Martasin 

Jan 17 Michele Patterson 

Jan 17 Cookie Tabin 

Jan 26 Ruth Moss 

Jan 29 Herbert Berman 

Jan 30 Gary Natbony 

Jan 31 Fred Levine 

 

     

 

        JANUARY 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Jan 05 Joseph & Ann Graff 

Jan 08 Sam & Joanne Sudman 

Jan 15 Martin & Erika Beverly 

Jan 16 Susan & Nick Fader 

Jan 29 Neil & Diana Raphael 

JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome our new members when you 

see them, and please add their information 

to your Beth Israel Membership directory. 
 

 

 

 

 

Lederberg, Marcia 

1107 Wellington Greens Circle  

Sun City Center, FL 33573 

(813) 331-3830  

judgejosh@aol.com 
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ASK THE RABBI 

 

Question:  I noticed a sign on the door to the Ladies’ Room in the 

temple about hanging a tallit on a hook…but I don’t understand what 

this is all about.  Please explain. 

 

Tallit etiquette 101 

 

Answer:   There has been a sign on the door to the Men’s Room all along, which tells 

men entering the washroom to leave their tallitot outside that room.  The tallit is not 

worn into a washroom.   And there was a hook beside the door for a tallit. 

But recently, women have begun to adopt the practice of wearing a tallit during ser-

vices, and so now we need the same reminder on the women’s washroom, to leave 

the tallit outside the washroom. And now we have the sign and a hook outside the 

women’s washroom exactly like the one available for men.  In both cases, the hooks 

are mounted near the water cooler. 

You can also leave your tallit on your chair in the sanctuary, if you are leaving that 

room to use the washroom. 

If you take off your tallit to use the washroom, it is not necessary to say the blessing 

again when you put it back on.  But you should still put it on by holding it up and 

swirling it over yourself, as you do when you say the blessing and put it on at the 

beginning of a service. 

Incidentally, traditionally the tallit is worn during morning services, and especially 

when Torah is read.  Since we read Torah Friday evenings, I have noticed that some 

people bring their tallit and put it on as we begin the Torah service; they take the 

tallit off when the Torah is returned to the Ark. 

If one is wearing a tallit during the whole service, one does not put the tallit on until 

the service is about to begin.  It is not appropriate to put on a tallit and then walk 

around to visit friends, etc.  The tallit is a garment that helps us focus on prayer 

while we are wrapped in it, and we should not treat it as a scarf or shawl. 

If one is wearing a tallit throughout a service, the correct 

time to take it off is after we have said mourners’ kaddish; 

technically, that is the formal end of the service, though 

most congregations follow kaddish with announcements and 

a closing hymn or prayer.  You should also make an effort to 

fold your tallit up without getting in the way of others, as 

they should be trying not to get in your way. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

1 
 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible study 

2 3 

 
 
 
VA-YECHI 

4 5 6 
1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

1:00 Sister-

hood 

7 8 
 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible study 

9 
7:30 Shabbat 

service 

10 
10:00 Shabbat 

Service 

12:00 Torah 

Study 

SHEMET 

11 12 13 
1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

7:00 Temple 

Board  

14 
10:00 Men’s Clb 

15 
 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible study 

16 
7:30 Shabbat 

service 

17 

 
 
 
VA-ERA 

18 19 20 
11:00 Whole-

ness 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

21 22 
 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible study 

23 
7:30 Shabbat 

service 

24 
10:00 Shabbat 

Service 

12:00 Torah 

Study 

BE 

25 26 27 
9:30 Sisterhd 

Board Mtg 

1:30 Hebrew 

3:00 Bnai To-

rah 

28 
12:00 Men’s Clb 

29 
 

1:00 Beginning 

Hebrew 

3:15 Bible study 

30 
7:30 Sister-

hood Special 

Shabbat  ser-

vice  

31 

 
 
BE-SHALLACH-

SHIRAH 

January 2015 
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

As of December 15, 2014 

Reported by Elizabeth Jacobs, Treasurer, and Paul Grossman, Financial Secretary 

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who remember and honor their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 

    

   

     

 

General Operating Fund 

 Sandra Abramson     In memory of Victor Levine, family of the late Arnold Abramson 

 Sandra Abramson               In memory of Frances Abramson, family of the late Arnold Abramson 

 Sandra Abramson    In memory of Sarah Kagan, grandmother of Sandra 

 Barbara Aspis    In memory of Samuel Kierman, father of Barbara 

 Lois & Harvey Berman   In memory of Ron Miller, brother-in-law of Lois 

 Ronald & Deborah Boyarsky  In memory of Esther Boyarsky, mother of Ronald 

 Trudy Burkey    In memory of Sadie Axelrod, mother of Trudy 

 Frederick & Marie Burnett   Landscaping project in memory of Nate Bell, husband of June Bell 

 Herbert Cashvan    In memory of Manny Cashvan, brother of Herbert 

 Herbert Cashvan    In honor of Rabbi Freedman’s birthday 

 Herbert Cashvan    In honor of Nina Malinak’s selection as a Woman of Distinction 

 Janet & Bob Corin   In honor of Nina Malinak’s selection as a Woman of Distinction 

 Janet & Bob Corin   Mi sheberach prayers for Maxx Wasser, Shira Fink, Marilyn Sher, 

 Debbie Kassel, & Mendl Baruch ben Yocheved  

Martin Dain    In memory of Lee Dain, wife of Martin 

Harriett Freedman   In memory of Julian Freedman, husband of Harriett  

Sidney Goldstein    In memory of Diana Turchik, mother-in-law of Sidney 

Nanci Goodstein    In memory of Beatrice Fineberg, mother of Nanci 

Andrew & Linda Greenfield  In memory of Robert Greenfield, father of Andrew 

Martin & Sandra Hurwitz   In memory of Sylvia Hurwitz, mother of Martin 

Norm & Marcia Karp   In memory of Etta Karp, mother of Norm 

Lewis Konigsberg    In memory of Esther Rothlein, sister-in-law of Lewis 

Richard Kravitz & Helen McAninch  In memory of Barbara Sorin, sister of Richard 

Richard Kravitz & Helen McAninch  In memory of Steven Sorin, nephew of Richard 

Eileen Lebowitz    In memory of Ann Wiener, mother of Eileen 

Barbara & Jerome Millstein  In memory of Sadye Rosner, mother of Barbara 

Laura & Roland Reuterfors   In memory of Mary Friedman, mother of Laura 

Laura & Roland Reuterfors   In memory of Lillian Engoran, aunt of Laura 

Laura & Roland Reuterfors   In memory of Sidney Levy, uncle of Laura 

Doris Richman    In memory of Florence Klotz, sister-in-law of Doris 

Robert & Idalea Rubin   In memory of Frances (Cookie) Rubin, late wife of Robert 

Jim & Betty Schermesser   In memory of Nate Bell, husband of June Bell 

Harriet Seckel    In memory of Bertram Binderman, father of Harriet 

Winifred Sochacki   In memory of William Hotz, father of Winifred   

 Ellen Stein    In memory of Nathan Neitlich, father of Ellen 

 Tzipporah Whiteman   In memory of Harold Weiner, father of Tzipporah 

 

Fishman Kitchen Fund 

 Arlene Cohen    In memory of Shirley Debowsky, mother of Arlene 
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GENERAL OPERATING FUND for a wide variety of operating 

needs 

MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT FUND for ongoing     

Temple maintenance and improvements 

FURMAN/LEE FAMILY MEMORIAL/RABBI FUND for the genera-

tion of income to defray Rabbi’s expenses 

CANTOR FUND for the generation of income to defray the     

Cantorial Soloist’s expenses 

JANE FISHMAN KITCHEN FUND for kitchen improvements 

 

PRESIDENT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND for assistance of com-

munity and individual needs 

ARTHUR & SELMA PELLEGRINO STAINED GLASS WINDOW 

FUND for the addition of stained glass windows to the Henry Gib-

son Social Hall 

CHAPLAIN EDUCATION FUND for providing educational oppor-

tunities 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND for a weekend seminar 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  

DIRECTED GIVING 

This is the list of the funds which were set up to help ensure that your donations are put to use in the area of your choice.  When mak-

ing contributions to Beth Israel, the Jewish Congregation, whether it be for a Yahrzeit, a mitzvah, or for any other reason, please spec-

ify the fund (or funds) to which you would like your donation directed.  Undesignated donations will go to the General Operating Fund. 

     MEN’S CLUB REPORT 

January 2015 

Stephen Levine, President 

 
As Paul mentioned in last months Shalom News the Men’s Club has a new board.  The positions 
have been assigned as follows: Stephen Levine President; Neil Raphael Executive VP; Stephen 
Blesofsky Program VP; Dave Unterlack Secretary; Bob Conti Treasurer; Ralph Shaw Membership 

Vice President; and Gil Daniels Vice President at Large.    

 

We will surely miss Ron Boyarsky and Paul Grossman for all of their outstanding efforts, contri-
butions, and guidance.   Paul served as board President over the last three years and our mem-
bership has grown from 50 to 90 members and meetings were always kept punctual.  Ron not 
only served on the board but along with Bob Guzinsky picked up all of the food for every Bagels 

and Discovery program.  

 

Our next General Meeting is Wednesday January 28th and the scheduled speaker will be Jay 
Feaster from The Tampa Bay Lightning.  As Jay will be our special guest it might be a nice ges-
ture for some of us to leave our Ranger shirts at home.  As of this writing we are still working 
on a topic/speaker for the February 11 General Meeting.  For our Bagels and Discovery/Ladies 
Day breakfast on February 22nd the Kern Singers will be performing.  The Ameriprise sponsored 

luncheon is scheduled for March 18th.  Please watch for these notices in the near future.  

 

The entire Board is excited about the coming year and looking forward to providing new and 
interesting events.   We are currently reviewing the suggestions members made on their re-

newal notices and we’ll see what we can put in place.   

 

Thanks very much.  Stephen  
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JANUARY YAHRZEITS 
Yahrzeits  are read at the Shabbat Service on the date listed which includes the yahrzeits for the following week-  

Friday through Thursday. 

 
JANUARY 2, 2015 
 
ROSE ABRAMSON, Mother-in-law of SANDY ABRAMSON 
PHILIP BADNER, Father of JOANN BEEBEE 

LAURIE BETH, Father of ALAN BETH 
JULES DAVID, Husband of EVELYN DAVID 
LOUIS HOLLANDER, Father of MARSHA FADER 
SOPHIA FOREMAN, Mother of LARRY FOREMAN 

GEORGE GORTON, Husband of LEILA GORTON 
DOROTHY BLAUSTEIN, Mother-in-law of MORRIS GROSSMAN 
MARIE JACOBS, Mother of ED JACOBS 
IDA MARSHALL, Grandmother of RICHARD MARSHALL 

SAMUEL MARSHALL, Grandfather of RICHARD MARSHALL 
LOUIS NOLE, Grandfather of LINDA MUMFORD 
KIRA RAE KOFSKY, Niece of IDALEA RUBIN 
SOLOMON SAFIAN, Grandfather of LYN SAFIAN 

WILLIAM SCHWALM, Husband of DEBORAH SCHWALM 
EVELYN GOODMAM FINE, Mother of BARBARA SILVER 
DOROTHY EPSTEIN, Mother-in-law of THEODORE STOCKEL 
SOPHIE BULICKI, Grandmother of STEPHEN TABIN 

JACK ZAROFF, Husband of CHARLOTTE ZAROFF 
PETER SPERLING 
 
JANUARY 9, 2015 

 
THEODORE BORAK, Husband of LAURA BORAK 
EMMET NEWMAN, Father of SANDEE BRADDY 
JACK FRIEDMAN, Brother-in-Law of ANNETTE FRIEDMAN 

MURRAY BAUM, Father of BARBARA GROSSMAN 
SHIRLEY KAPLAN, Mother of ROCHELLE LOWENTHAL 
RACHEL KAGNO, Grandmother of MARK NECKES 
JAMES RUBIN, Father of ELLEN OFFENBACH 

DAVID OFFENBACH, Father of STUART OFFENBACH 
HELENE SHANE, Mother of SHEILA RUBINSTEIN 
SARAH SPIEGAL, Mother of PAUL SPIEGAL 
LINDA HERNACKI, Sister-in-Law of STEPHEN TABIN 

RACHEL FISCHER, Mother of ADDIE UNTERLACK 
PAULINE ZELIGMAN, Mother of JOSEPH ZELIGMAN 
TUBA RAISE LERNER 
JULIUS SPIELER 

BRIAN BALKANY 
NATHAN MILLER 
JOSEPH MALONE 
HYMAN JONES 
 
JANUARY 16, 2015 
 
HARVEY KEMP, Father of SANDY ABRAMSON 

REBECCA GROSSMAN, Grandmother of MICHELLE ATKINS SCHAE-
FER 
RACHEL IMHOFF, Mother of JUNE BELL 
PHILIP R. BELLER, Father of JEFFREY BELLER 

MAX LAFER, Father of WILLIAM LAFER 
ROBERT ELLIS, Father of WILMA LEVINE 
ABE GASTMAN, Father of LYNNETTE MARTASIN 
KAY MELTZER, Mother-in-law of NATALIE MELTZER 

EVA GREEN, Mother of RONNI NECKES 
MEYER ROSENTHAL, UNCLE of ELLEN OFFENBACH 
HERMAN TROPP, Step-Father of DIANE POSNER 
HERMAN TROPP, Step-grandfather of HAL LAWRENCE POSNER 

REBECCA STEINHOUSE, Grandmother of LYN SAFIAN 

BEATRICE TANNE, Mother of SHERI TANNE 
SAMUEL SASSIENIE, Father of SALLY WALLACE 
KATHRYN HAUFT 
SADIE GOLDBERG 

IRWIN (CHICK) BELL 
ABRAHAM DIPKIN 
OREE M. CARROLL 
RUTH WEIL 

JACOB H. HARBATER 
 
JANUARY 23, 2015 
 

ISABELLA HERRERA, Great-Granddaughter of LILLIAN AARON 
ABRAHAM BAUMAN, Father of MICHAEL BAUMAN 
CHARNYA FISHER, Sister of CYRILLE COBE 
GEORGE FREEDMAN, Father-in-law of HARRIETT FREEDMAN 

JULIA SCHWARTZ, Mother of ANN GRAFF 
JOSEPH BERMAN, Father of MAGGI GUZINSKY 
SYDNEY A. CLIMPSON, Father of ELIZABETH JACOBS 
JACK HELLER, Father-in-law of GERALD KLEINMAN 

ALBERT MARKOVITZ, Husband of MARLIS MARKOVITZ 
EDNA SIETZ, Mother of JOEL SIETZ 
MICHAEL SELTZER 
DAVID HIRSCHHORN 

SARAH REGINA SPIELER 
ADELAINE HANDELMAN 
ROCHELLE MESHBESHER 
DOROTHY SPIELER 

GERALD PAUL FURMAN 
LEO OXORN 
ALBERT FURMAN 
ITZHAK FIRST FRIDMAN 

 
JANUARY 30, 2015 
 
MARTIN GROSSMAN, Uncle of MICHELLE ATKINS SCHAEFER 

DAVID GROSSMAN, Grandfather of MICHELLE ATKINS SCHAEFER 
LOUIS JEFFREY GOLD, Brother of CAROL BALENT 
JOHN IMHOFF, Father of JUNE BELL 
MARTHA COHEN, Mother of ANDY COHEN 

MARY MILLER, Friend of RABBI CARLA FREEDMAN 
YETTA ANDELMAN GOLDSTEIN, Mother of SID GOLDSTEIN 
MINNIE GROSSMAN, Mother of RICHARD GROSSMAN 
ELLIS LEBOWITZ, Husband of EILEEN LEBOWITZ 
EVELYN CADKIN, Mother of PAULA NEWBURGER 
LARRY CATZ, Father of SANDIE PAPA 
LEON RODMAN, Father of KEN RODMAN 
SIMON SUDMAN, Grandson of SAM & JOANNE SUDMAN 

ANITA COHEN 

 

HONOR SOMEONE BY PLANTING TREES IN  

ISRAEL IN HIS/HER NAME 

IF  YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLANT  

 A TREE IN  ISRAEL,  

CONTACT ELIZABETH JACOBS AT 633-3073  
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Shelly Grossman & Sheila Rubinstein 

Co-Directors 

Happy 2015! May this year bring all 

good things to you and yours. 

This is my last article for the Shalom 

News. I have served as membership co-

director for 4 1/2 years, have really 

loved my "job". My co-director Sheila 

Rubinstein is staying on with the help of 

new co-director, Marlene Speigel. I leave 

you in very warm and capable hands. 

Please keep on supporting and partici-

pating in as many temple events as you 

can. The more you do, the more friends 
you make, and you will feel more a part 

of our temple family. I know we will be 

seeing each other very often, and again, 

thank you all.  

Shelly Grossman 

~***~ 

    After serving as Beth Israel’s Member-

ship Director for 2 ½ terms,  Shelly 

Grossman has become, as she said, a 
”civilian”. 

 

I, Sheila Rubinstein, along with Marlene 

Spiegal, will now have the happy task of 

greeting you all on Shabbat evenings. 

We look forward to seeing you all and 

sharing many happy and meaningful 

times. 

 

Sheila Rubinstein 

Marlene Spiegal 

Co-directors 

ONEGS SHABBAT 

Oneg Shabbat Chairperson 

Lyn Safian  (634-6013)   

lynleestep@mac.com 

 

Our thanks to those people who sponsor Onegs.  

Supporting an Oneg Shabbat is a mitzvah. If each mem-

ber would sponsor just one Oneg a year, our calendar 

would be full. 

Please check the Oneg Shabbat list on the bulletin board 

and sign up to celebrate your special occasion. If you 

want information about sponsoring an Oneg, please con-

tact the chairperson. 

The committee is willing to shop only for those members 

who are physically unable to shop for themselves. 

Thanks for your participation. Also, if you have just 

signed up, please call the chairperson to confirm the 

date. 

January Oneg Shabbat Sponsors 

January 2:  

 Lil and Bob Solin  

in honor of their birthdays 

January 9: 

Joanne and Sam Sudman 

 in honor of their anniversary 

January 16: 

Ann and Charles Spivack 

 in honor of their granddaughter’s bas mitzvah 

January 23: Marsha and Dick Marshall  

in honor of Marsha’s Birthday 

January 30: 

Sisterhood Shabbat 

 

 

BETH ISRAEL SPECIAL 

$100 OFF ON ANY CART 

We service all makes of golf carts 
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Correction: 

SISTERHOOD’S LUNCHEON FOR PAID-UP MEMBERS 

November 11, 2014 

Barbara Grossman introduces the  entertainers who  presented 

readings from Nora Efron’s “Love, Loss and What I Wore”. 

L to R: Dina DiPilato, Myra Rudin, and Susan Melchior. 

(mis-named as Carol) 

Many of you have probably 

noticed the signs leading you 

to the Nearly New shop each 

Wednesday and Saturday. 

Each House of Worship is re-

sponsible for placing and removing these signs 

during the month they host the meeting. Our 

turn is February. In the past this responsibility 

has fallen to our six representatives. We 

would appreciate some assistance with this 

task from members of the congregation. You 

would be assigned one day to place the signs 

within the plaza by 8:30 am and remove them 

by 11:30. A map is provided and this task usu-

ally takes about 20 – 30 minutes. If you are 

willing to help, please call or e-mail me. 

Sandra Hurwitz 

634-4444 

sandrahurwitz@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Meet the Author with Brenda Barrie was a delightful 

event with over 40 attendees.  Many, many thanks 

to the Library Committee, Arlene Cohen, Barbara 

Nova, and Sharon Privitera, for all their help. 

Thanks to all of you for supporting our library.  

 

THURSDAY, January 22, 12:30 

Book and Author – Maggie Anton 

Come and meet Maggie Anton,  award-

winning author of the historical fiction series 

Rashi's Daughters and recent Rav Hisda's 
Daughter.   Raised as a secular socialist with 

little knowledge of Judaism, she discovered the 

Talmud in adulthood, becoming a recognized Tal-
mud scholar with expertise in Jewish women's 

history. Please note that to accommodate 

Maggie’s travel schedule, the day and date of the 
program are switched to Thursday, January 22.    

Beth Israel is her only engagement in the Tampa 

Bay area and we do expect attendees from con-
gregations in neighboring Jewish communities. 

- Light Luncheon - $10.00. 

- By Reservation Only at 12:30.  

- Program with Maggie at 1:00. 

- Books will be available for purchase. 

Cyrille Cobe: 813-633-9078 or    

bac.cobe@gmail.com by Monday, 1-19 

 Maggies’s books In the Temple Library 

 Rashi’s  Daughters: 

     Book 1: Joheved 

     Book 2: Miriam 

     Book 3: Rachel 

Coming soon to the Temple Library 

Rav Hisda’s Daughter: 

     Book 1: Apprentice 

Enchantress: A Novel of Rav Hisda's Daughter 

Beth Israel Library News 

January 2015 

mailto:bac.cobe@gmail.com
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WAYS AND MEANS 
Carol Balent/Paul Spiegal, Co-Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE START SAVING YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS FOR OUR ANNUAL 

RUMMAGE SALE WHICH WILL BE HELD ON MARCH 15, 16 AND 17. 
 

All of your unwanted items may be dropped of at the temple on Sunday, March 15, and 

Monday March 16. Drop off hours will be advertised closer to the sale. No merchandise 

will be accepted on Tuesday March 17 - day of sale. 

 

We will not accept computers; unless brand new, computer software,  

old unsafe electrical  

items or old TV’s.  Please be sure all of the clothing is clean and in good condition. If you 

have a question regarding your donation please contact me at 

 monkeyandwife@yahoo.com. 

 

In conjunction with the rummage sale, Paul Spiegal will be 
selling excellent quality fashion jewelry at unbelievable 

prices. His inventory will include high end fashion rings, 
bracelets, necklaces and other pieces. More info to follow! 

 

Pop’s Q will be providing lunch at a phenomenal 
price! 

 

mailto:monkeyandwife@yahoo.com
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L to R:  Arlene Cohen, Idalea Rubin, Bob 

Rubin, Marsha Fader, Marlene Spiegal, Laura 

Reuterfors 

L to R: Ann Graff, Mariane Finke, Bob Cobe, Ar-

lene Cohen, Idalea Rubin 

L to R: Delyse Axinn, Carol Katz, Barbara Grossman 

L to R: Joy Rosen, Judy Zirofsky, Barbara 

Grossman and Charna Bogdany 

Herb Cashvan and Marianne Finke 

Women of Distinction Program 12/4/14 
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Rabbi Carla Freedman and Nina Malinak Nina Malinak, our Woman Of Distinction for 

2014 

L to R: Rabbi Carla Freedman, Charna Bogdany, 

Joanne Sudman, and Nina Malinak 
Past and present  

Women of Distiction Honorees: 

L to R:  Idalea Rubin, Nina Malinak, Delyse Axinn 

Women of Distinction Program 12/4/14 



CONGREGATION OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Rabbi Carla Freedman 

Joanne Sudman President 

Cheryl Kaplan                1st Vice President 

Nina Malinak  2nd Vice President  

Paul Grossman Treasurer 

Diane Posner Financial Secretary 

Joy Rosen Recording /Corresponding Secretary 

Alison Levine Communications 

Dick Marshall Co-Facilities 

Bernie Katz Co-Facilities 

Sheila Rubinstein Co-Membership 

Marlene Spiegal Co-Membership 

Judy Branch Program 

Fred Levine Ritual Director 

Carol Balent Co-Ways & Means 

Paul Spiegal Co-Ways & Means 

Lawrence Greenfield Director at Large 

Sandra Hurwitz President-Sisterhood 

Stephen Levine President-Mens’s Club 

Delyse Axinn Chaplain 

 

Beth Israel is a member of the Sun City Center, 

South Shore, and Riverview Chambers of Commerce. 

BETH ISRAEL 

THE JEWISH CONGREGATION OF SUN CITY CENTER 

P. O. BOX 5203 

SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33571 

 

 

FIRST CLASS 

 

January NEW
SLETTER 


